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WINTER READING
Cozy up with some good books 
and earn virtual badges this 
winter.
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MEET JARRETT
J. KROSOCZKA
The young reader's author on his 
hit graphic memoir Hey, Kiddo.
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LITWORKS
Our annual Teen Book Fest in 
collaboration with Ridgewood 
High School is going online.
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MEET AUTHOR
ELIZABETH 

WETMORE
The Chicago author discusses 

her debut novel Valentine.
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We are in the midst of an experience that is so shockingly unique that it seems 
impossible to put into perspective. Since the Covid-19 pandemic began, we 
have been figuring out how to live in what seems like a new world, one devoid of 
contact with others and one in which masks prevent us from using cues like facial 
expressions to aid in communication. As difficult as it is to communicate right 
now, we’ve been working hard to find ways to provide you with the services and 
assistance you desire, while doing what we can to keep everyone safe.

We’ve expanded existing services and added new ones, like curbside pickup, 
home delivery, and chat reference. We expanded our collection of ebooks and 
digital audiobooks and also began holding all library events virtually. While 
the library is currently open Monday–Thursday, 11:30 AM–7:00 PM and Friday–
Saturday, 9:30 AM–5:00 PM, we encourage you to use these new options and to 
look for announcements of any possible changes to library services.

Access to our wireless internet is available in our parking lot or anywhere on 
library grounds. While we are restricting use of personal Wi-Fi devices in the 
building, residents of Norridge and Harwood Heights can still use our in-house 
computers. We also have a new collection of laptop/hotspot kits that you can 
borrow and take home. Additionally, we’re looking at circulating items from our 
Workshop, such as musical instruments and sewing machines.

To conclude, I want to say thank you. Thank you for your support, patience, 
understanding, and cooperation. Closing the library in March was one of the 
hardest things we’ve had to do. When we opened our doors again in mid-July, 
seeing all of you come back made us so happy and reaffirmed our commitment 
to you. We missed you so much. We’re looking forward to the day when we can 
put aside the Plexiglas protectors, the protective gloves and facemasks, and see 
your smiles again.

Stacy Wittmann, Eisenhower Library Director

A CONVERSATION WITH AUTHOR 
JARRETT J. KROSOCZKA
FRIDAY, JANUARY 29, 6:00 PM.
Jarrett J. Krosoczka is the New York Times-bestselling 
author/illustrator behind more than forty books for 
young readers, including his wildly popular Lunch Lady 
graphic novels. Most recently he has found new acclaim 
with his graphic novel Hey, Kiddo, a memoir of growing 
up in a family grappling with addiction and finding the 
art that helps you survive.

A participant in this year's LitWorks Teen Book Fest, 
Jarrett will also present his story and answer your 
questions in an online chat open to the entire community. 
Find the link to join the conversation on Zoom at 
eisenhowerlibrary.org/jarrett

WRITING IN THE MARGINS

WINTER READING
DECEMBER–FEBRUARY.
This winter, use the website and 
mobile app, Beanstack, to track your 
reading progress. Log your reading 
activities, share book reviews, and 
earn virtual badges.

Get started with winter reading now 
at eisenhowerlibrary.org/winterread.
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VIRTUAL LIBRARY SERVICES

From the safety and comfort of home, your Eisenhower Library card offers access to a world of library 
services, from ebooks, audiobooks, and streaming movies, to language learning and investment tools.

GET YOUR CARD NOW
EISENHOWERLIBRARY.ORG/APPLY
If you are a resident of Norridge 
or Harwood Heights you can get 
an online library card that grants 
instant access to our collection of 
ebooks, audiobooks, and other 
digital materials as well as our 
online research databases and 
learning resources.

After 90 days, you’ll be invited to 
convert your online card into a 
physical card.

MEDIA ON DEMAND 
FROM OVERDRIVE
EISENHOWERLIBRARY.ORG/OVERDRIVE
Borrow ebooks, audiobooks, and 
more, anywhere, anytime. Install the 
Libby app to make borrowing and 
reading simpler and more fun. 

KANOPY
EISENHOWERLIBRARY.ORG/KANOPY
Stream acclaimed movies, documen-
taries, and kids favorites for free on 
your computer or mobile device.

HOOPLA DIGITAL
EISENHOWERLIBRARY.ORG/HOOPLA
Stream or download thousands 
of movies, TV shows, music, 
audiobooks, ebooks, and comics on 
your computer or mobile device.

MANGO LANGUAGES
EISENHOWERLIBRARY.ORG/MANGO
Learn practical language skills with 
fun, conversational lessons, listening 
& reading activities, and ESL courses. 
Try Mango mobile apps too.

MORNINGSTAR 
INVESTMENT 
RESEARCH
EISENHOWERLIBRARY.ORG/MORNINGSTAR
Invest with confidence using stock 
market analyses, mutual fund and 
ETF research, hedge fund ratings, 
401k plan research, and much more.

MORE
Find more online resources such as
Tutor.com, Rosetta Stone, and 
Ancestry at eisenhowerlibrary.org.

WI-FI HOT SPOTS, LAPTOPS & MORE
EISENHOWERLIBRARY.ORG/SPECIAL-COLLECTIONS
For those of us without access to internet at home, our 
special library collection includes borrowable Wi-Fi hot 
spots. These devices can connect your laptop, smart phone, 
tablet, or virtually any other wi-fi enabled device to the 
internet anywhere.

Don't have your own internet device? No problem. Borrow 
one of our laptop kits. These kits come complete with a 
Chromebook,  wi-fi hotspot, and everything you need to get 
connected to the internet at home or on the go.

Our collection also includes Roku and Apple TV streaming 
devices and a growing selection of non-traditional items 
available to Norridge and Harwood Heights residents.
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ADULT PROGRAMS

For the safety of our community, all adult library events are being held online as Zoom video chats and 
Facebook live videos. Visit eisenhowerlibrary.org to find links to participate. Call 708-867-2299 for help.

CROCHET A
QUICK COWL
WEDNESDAYS IN DECEMBER, 3:00 PM.
Every Wednesday in December 
we’ll work on crocheting a cowl, 
perfect for gift giving. Join our 
video chat each week to share your 
progress.

‘TWAS THE NIGHT 
BEFORE CHRISTMAS
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 03, 7:00 PM.
Visions of sugar plums will dance 
through your head as actress 
Martina Mathisen tells the true story 
behind the classic Christmas poem. 
In her online presentation, she’ll 
also share stories about America’s 
Christmas traditions.

VIRTUAL COOKING 
WITH CHEF NIKSIC 
SATURDAYS IN DECEMBER 12:00 PM.
From Vegetarian Chili to French 
Ice Cream, Chef Michael Niksic, 
The Food Mercenary, offers the 
know-how you need to impress your 
family and friends with his fun and 
informative series of video cooking 
lessons.

A CONVERSATION 
WITH AUTHOR 
ELIZABETH WETMORE
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 06, 2:00 PM.
Join us for a virtual conversation 
with Elizabeth Wetmore, author 
of the breakout novel Valentine. 
With its searing and original voice, 
unforgettable characters, and vivid 
depiction of 1970s Texas, Valentine 
is one of the strongest debuts to 
emerge in years. 

Then, return to Zoom on Tuesday, 
December 8th, at 2:00 PM to discuss 
the book with other readers.

SHERLOCK FILMS
MONDAYS, THROUGH MARCH 08, 7:00 PM.
Join us on our Facebook page every 
Monday night this winter for online 
screenings of the classic Basil 
Rathbone Sherlock Holmes movies.

CROCHET 
FINGERLESS GLOVES
WEDNESDAYS IN JANUARY, 3:00 PM.
Every Wednesday in January we’ll 
work on making our own fingerless 
gloves. Join our video chat each 
week to share your progress.

JIMMY STEWART
TUESDAY, JANUARY 12, 7:00 PM.
Jimmy Stewart was one of the most 
popular stars in film history. Join 
film historian Dr. Annette Bochenek 
for an online presentation about 
Stewart’s early years, his Hollywood 
and military careers, and his 
enduring legacy.

THE BEACH BOYS
MONDAY, JANUARY 25, 7:00 PM.
Warm up your winter with the 
summer sounds of the Beach Boys… 
surf, sun and California dreaming. In
a video chat, Gary Wenstrup traces 
the band's first records to the classic 
Pet Sounds album and beyond. 

CROCHET A
TRIANGLE SCARF
WEDNESDAYS IN FEBRUARY, 3:00 PM.
Every Wednesday in February we’ll 
work on a corner-to-corner crochet 
triangle scarf. Join our video chat 
each week to share your progress.

CLEOPATRA HERSELF
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 14, 7:00 PM.
As Cleopatra herself, living history 
performer Martina Mathisen shares 
the last pharaoh's story, audacious 
spirit, and astonishing guile in an 
online video presentation.

USE LINKEDIN TO FIND 
A JOB YOU'LL LOVE
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 20, 1:00 PM.
The pandemic accelerated the view 
of LinkedIn as the best way to find 
work and to find workers! It is often 
the first place a potential employer 
sees you. In an online presentation, 
Lori Howard shares tips to help you 
get seen for the job you deserve.



VIRTUAL BOOK CLUBS

Visit eisenhowerlibrary.org to find links to join us 
on Zoom video chats. For help, call 708-867-2299.

ADULT BOOK DISCUSSION

Our lively online discussions will keep you energized 
and excited about reading.

VALENTINE by Elizabeth Wetmore

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 08, 2:00 PM.
ALL ADULTS HERE by Emma Straub	

TUESDAY, JANUARY 05, 2:00 PM.
THE LADY IN THE LAKE by Laura Lippman

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 02, 2:00 PM .

BRING YOUR OWN BOOK CLUB

EVERY OTHER FRIDAY, STARTING DECEMBER 04, 4:00 PM.
Have a favorite book or two (or four) you’d like to share 
with fellow readers and librarians? Drop into our virtual 
book club to tell us about them!

SWEET TREATS
MYSTERY BOOK CLUB

Join us on the 4th Tuesday of each month this winter for a 
virtual book chat about food-themed cozy mysteries.

CHRISTMAS CAKE MURDER by Joanne Fluke

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 22, 7:00 PM.
ON WHAT GROUNDS by Cleo Coyle

TUESDAY, JANUARY 26, 7:00 PM.
	ECLAIR & PRESENT DANGER by Laura Bradford

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 23, 7:00 PM.

PAGE FOUR

ADULT PROGRAMS

GRATITUDE AND 
ABUNDANCE

Along with making resolutions, start the new year 
with thankfulness for the accomplishments, well-
being, and goodness in our present lives. Visit 
eisenhowerlibrary.org or call 708-867-2299 to 
register.

GRATITUDE BULLET JOURNALING

SATURDAY, JANUARY 02, 1:00 PM.
A bullet journal is a customizable organization system. 
It can be your journal, planner, to-do list, sketchbook, 
notebook, or even all of the above. In this class we’ll 
go over the basics of setting up a bullet journal, 
then move on to sample spreads including various 
examples of gratitude journaling.  Journals will be 
available for pickup by registered participants.

YOGA FOR GRATITUDE

TUESDAYS IN JANUARY, 9:00 AM.
Through online yoga practice, instructor Jodi Fedoruk 
encourages you to clear your mind, energize your 
body, and focus on all you have to be thankful for.

CREATING ABUNDANCE

SATURDAY, JANUARY 09, 1:00 PM.
Awareness of abundance creates more abundance. 
Certified hypnotherapist and meditation teacher 
Renee Lenore Oswald takes you on an online journey 
toward recognizing and aknowledging the abundance 
in your life.

CRYSTAL WISH BOTTLES

SATURDAY, JANUARY 16, 1:00 PM.
If you are looking to increase abundance in your life, 
you may like to explore the power of crystals. Some 
say their properties can help manifest our desires. 
In an online chat, follow along with Tamara Kowalski 
to make your own crystal “wish bottle.” Kits will be 
available at the library for pickup by registered 
participants.
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KIDS WORLD

All kids programs are being held online as Zoom video chats. Register for events at eisenhowerlibrary.org 
or by calling 708-867-2298. Zoom links will be emailed to registrants prior to each event.

FAMILY STORYTIME

TUESDAYS, 10:30 AM. AGES 12 & UNDER.
Our online storytimes offer great 
opportunities for kids and families 
to learn and have fun. Storytimes 
are designed for kids of all ages and 
interests.

LEARN TO MAKE PASTA

MONDAY, DECEMBER 07, 4:30 PM. 
AGES 6-12.
Join us on Zoom where we’ll go step 
by step, making pasta together. 
Learn a new cooking skill and have 
delicious pasta ready to eat for 
dinner. Pick up a recipe card a week 
before the program.

FAMILY WINTER
TRIVIA CHALLENGE

WEDNESDAYS, DECEMBER 09 &
JANUARY 06, 6:00 PM.
FOR FAMILIES WITH KIDS 12 & UNDER.
Gather the family together for a 
winter trivia game night. Which 
family will answer the most 
questions correctly? Play is more fun 
with two devices per family.

BOOK & CRAFT PARTY

WEDNESDAYS, DECEMBER 16 & JANUARY 13 
6:00 PM. AGES 12 & UNDER.
Make crafts with us as we chat about 
and read two of our favorite books 
on Zoom. Supplies will be available 
a week before the program.

KIDS WRITE AWAY

THURSDAYS, DECEMBER 17, JANUARY 14 & 
FEBRUARY 11, 4:00 PM. GRADES 4-6. 
Want to become the next famous 
author? Join us on Zoom video 
chat to participate in our social 
distancing writers group.

FAMILY GINGERBREAD 
HOUSE DESIGN

MONDAY, DECEMBER 21, 4:00 PM.
AGES 12 & UNDER WITH AN ADULT.
Let’s make graham cracker houses 
on Zoom! Beautiful and then yummy! 
Kits will be available for pick up 
starting December 14th.

COLOR-BY-DAY 
CALENDAR

JANUARY 01–31. AGES 12 & UNDER.
Color your way through January! 
This color by number art project is 
a fun way to start the new year. Pick 
up your kit starting December 21st.

PARENT SOCIAL HOUR

MONDAY, JANUARY 04, 6:00 PM.
Come chat and be friendly with 
fellow parents in this open social 
Zoom session.

DRAWING WITH SHAPES

SATURDAY, JANUARY 09, 10:30 AM.
AGES 4-8 WITH AN ADULT.
Grab your pencil and paper! Follow 
along step-by-step in an online chat 
as we use simple shapes to draw a 
winter scene.

LET’S PLAY DRAWFUL

MONDAYS, JANUARY 11 & FEBRUARY 08, 
6:20 PM. AGES 8-12.
Join us for a digital game similar to 
pictionary. Use a smart device to 
play along with us on Zoom.

PLAY-DOUGH PLAYDATE

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 27, 3:30 PM.
AGES 2-7 WITH AN ADULT.
Let’s get our hands busy squishing 
and rolling to make fun shapes and 
creatures together in a video chat. 
Pick up kits starting January 18th.

SNOWFLAKE CROSS 
STITCH FOR BEGINNERS

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 22, 4:00 PM.
GRADES 3-6.
In an onlibe chat, learn a new skill 
and make a decoration or special 
gift. Craft kits will be available for 
pickup starting February 15th.

BATTLE OF THE BOOKS

WEDNESDAYS, FEBRUARY 03-MARCH 10
4:00 PM, GRADES 4-6.
Battle goes virtual. We will meet 
on Zoom each week to play a trivia 
style quiz against other area schools!
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TEENS

ANONYMOUS TEEN WRITERS
EVERY THURSDAY, 4:00 PM.
Writers in grades 7–12 are invited to join in on Zoom 
video chat for some socializing, discussion, and, of 
course, writing! Share your poems and stories in a 
supportive space or listen to others read. Find the link to 
join us online at eisenhowerlibrary.org.

TEEN COMIC CAMP
DECEMBER 21-23 & 28-29, 12:00-3:00 PM.
Are you interested in creating comics? Over winter 
break, spend five days learning and talking about 
comic making with Eisner and Harvey Award winning 
artist Gabriel Bautista and Albert the Alien writer Trevor 
Mueller. Then use what you learn to collaborate with 
other would-be comic creators in making your own 

mini-comics. Space is limited so 
register with an email address ASAP 
to receive your personal Zoom 
invitation.

Our annual teen book fest in cooperation with Ridgewood High School is 
going online. This winter and spring, look for LitWorks virtual discussions 
with YA authors including Jarrett J. Krosoczka, Chris Crutcher, Mayra Cuevas, 
and Kiku Hughes. Find links to participate at eisenhowerlibrary.org/litworks.

CHRIS CRUTCHER
FRIDAY, MARCH 05, 1:45 PM.
Chris Crutcher’s s autobiography 
King of the Mild Frontier is the 
story of his life growing up in 
Idaho. Losers Bracket is the story 
of Annie, her foster family, and her 
search for her missing nephew. 
Chris has received a number of 
awards, starting with his high 
school designation as “Most Likely 
to Plagiarize.” His favorites are 
his Intellectual Freedom awards. 

MAYRA CUEVAS
FRIDAY, APRIL 09, 1:45 PM.
Raised in Puerto Rico, Mayra Cuevas 
is a journalist and fiction writer 
who adores love stories with happy 
endings. Her book Salty, Bitter, 
Sweet was selected as one of the 
“YA Books We Can’t Wait to Read in 
2020” by BuzzFeed. It’s a slow-burn 
romance in a cutthroat kitchen for 
17-year old Isabella Fields who 
is trying to realize her dream of 
becoming a chef. 

KIKU HUGHES
FRIDAY, MAY 07, 1:45 PM.
Kiku is a cartoonist known for her 
science fiction and fantasy stories 
in various anthologies, including 
Avatar: The Last Airbender – Team 
Avatar Tales. Her new book, 
Displacement, her first full-length 
project as both writer and artist, tells 
the story of a teenager pulled back 
in time to experience the Japanese 
American incarceration camps 
alongside her grandmother.

JARRETT KROSOCZKA
FRIDAY, JANUARY 29, 1:45 PM.
Meet Jarrett J. Krosoczka, author 
of Hey, Kiddo, a graphic memoir 
of his father’s disappearance, his 
mother’s addiction, his life with his 
grandparents, and how art saved his 
life. Hey, Kiddo is a powerful book 
that also happens to be a National 
Book Award Finalist, the 2019 
Harvey Awards Book of the Year, and 
one of Chicago Public Library’s Best 
Books of 2018.
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HOME DELIVERY & CURBSIDE PICKUP
We remain dedicated to the health and safety of our patrons, staff, and 
community. That's why we're continuing to offer curbside pickup and 
home delivery to Norridge and Harwood Heights addresses.

To request curbside pickup or home delivery,  place your holds as 
you normally would in the library catalog or by calling 708-867-7828. 
You’ll receive a notification when your items are ready.

If you’d like curbside pickup, come to the library and follow the 
posted instructions for drivers or pedestrians.

If you’d prefer delivery, give us a call at 708-867-7828 to let us know. 
Your loans will be delivered to your home and you will receive a 
phone call or text message letting you know that they have arrived.

BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Mark Braun, President

Peter Magnelli, Vice President
Janice Magnuson, Secretary

Elizabeth Ringelstein, Treasurer
Jennifer Adams, Trustee

Gary Ross, Trustee 
Scott Parent, Trustee

QUARTERLY 
FRIENDS OF THE 
LIBRARY MEETING

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 16, 6:00 PM
Join the Friends of the Library 
for an informal gathering over 
Zoom. Prospective members are 
welcome to find out about the 
Friends group and its activities. 
Find more information at 
eisenhowerlibrary.org/friends.


