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OUTLINE 
 
 

1. Why have this class? 
2. Why has fake news become an issue? 
3. How Technology affects this? 
4. Social Media and Mobile Computing have further compounded these issues 
5. What can I do to not become a victim of Fake News? 

a. Stanford website exercise (in packet) 
b. Spotting Fake News/Red Flags (IFLA handout) 

i. Consider the source 
1. Investigate site, mission, contact info and wed domain 

a. Avoid sites with “lo” or country codes (“com.co”) at end, 
although legitimate foreign sources use those as well 

2. Look past the headline 
a. Often intentionally outrageous to get clicks; what is whole 

story? 
3. Check the author 

a. Is an author listed? Are they credible? Are they real? 
4. Supporting Sources/Citations? 

a. Are other sources listed? Do the links work? What do those 
articles state? 

5. When was it published? 
a. It is current/relevant? Are they reposting old stories? 

6. Is it satirical in nature? Is it a hoax? Is the story or language used 
inflammatory or offensive? 

a. Consider if a legitimate source would publish this 
7. Be aware of your own biases 

a. Regarding the story, consider if your own beliefs are affecting 
your judgement 

8. Still unsure? Ask for help 
a. Ask a librarian or consult fact-checking sites 

c. Internet also best fact checking tool ever invented. Share useful sites: 
i. Politifact, Snopes, Factcheck, Allsides, etc. 

ii. Table from US News & World Report re: top fake news sites 
iii. Skokie PL PDF of browser extensions 

6. Developing issue: weaponizing the term “fake news” 
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Top producers of intentionally false election-related stories with the most Facebook engagement 
(source: “Less than you think: Prevalence and predictors of fake news dissemination on Facebook” 
by Andrew Guess, Jonathan Nagler, and Joshua Tucker, in Science Advances, a peer-reviewed 
journal, 1/9/19) 

 

 
(1) usanewsflash.com 

(2) abcnews.com.co 

(3) denverguardian.com 

(4) rickwells.us 

(5) truepundit.com 

(6) redstatewatcher.com 

(7) worldpoliticus.com 

(8) subjectpolitics.com 

(9) conservativestate.com 

(10) conservativedailypost.com 

(11) libertywritersnews.com 

(12) worldnewsdailyreport.com 

(13) endingthefed.com 

(14) donaldtrumpnews.co. 

(15) yesimright.com 

(16) burrardstreetjournal.com 

(17) bizstandardnews.com 

(18) everynewshere.com 

(19) departed.co. 

(20) americanmilitarynews.com 

(21) tmzhiphop.com 

 

 

http://usanewsflash.com/
http://abcnews.com.co/
http://denverguardian.com/
http://truepundit.com/
http://redstatewatcher.com/
http://worldpoliticus.com/
http://subjectpolitics.com/
http://conservativestate.com/
http://conservativedailypost.com/
http://libertywritersnews.com/
http://worldnewsdailyreport.com/
http://endingthefed.com/
http://yesimright.com/
http://burrardstreetjournal.com/
http://bizstandardnews.com/
http://everynewshere.com/
http://americanmilitarynews.com/
http://tmzhiphop.com/
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