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COMICFEST
Our annual ComicFest is back!

PAGE TWO

BANNED BOOKS 
WEEK

Support the right to read with 
us and author Jarrett Dapier.

PAGE TWO

LIBRARY CARD 
SIGN-UP MONTH

Prizes for cardholders and the 
return of our big book sale.

PAGE THIRTEEN

ISLAND WITHIN
A CITY

It's your last chance to tell your  
local history stories.
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Which programs are virtual and which are in-person? Look for these indicators to let you know.

      IN-PERSON    VIRTUAL     ® REGISTRATION REQUIRED

35 years ago, we published the book Island Within a City: A History of the Norridge-
Harwood Heights Area. In it, author Tom McGowen explores local events from 
Potowatami times to the founding and growth of our villages.

In 2019, we began planning an update, exploring more recent history, this time with 
your memories of living in the community. We've loved reading the stories that have 
come in so far, like this one from Jennifer Watts about moving to Harwood Heights in 
2022.

"I will never forget how we happened upon Harwood Heights.  We realized that in 
order to raise a family the way we wanted, it was time for us to look beyond the city. 
Mat saw a listing in Harwood Heights. Turned out they have great schools, low crime, 
community amenities, and remain connected to our beloved Chicago through the blue 
line. The house itself was just what we were looking for.  We put our offer in after the 
first viewing and the rest is history.

We already know, and trust, our neighbors. Once we had settled in, someone directed 
us to a festival hosted by the police department, we have enjoyed Touch A Truck, 
Summerfest, and so many programs at the Eisenhower Library.  We walk to the Norridge 
pool on a nice day, and in the fall, my baby starts full day Kindergarten at Pennoyer.

We may not have a long history here yet, but we are sowing the seeds for tomorrow."

If you've been waiting to submit your stories, time is running out. After September 
30th we'll begin finalizing the book. So, please visit eisenhowerlibrary.org/island or 
turn to page fourteen for more information, writing prompts, and a release form. We're 
looking forward to reading your story.

                                                                                            Stacy Wittmann, Library Director

PAGE ONE

WRITING IN THE MARGINS

COMICS PLUS
eisenhowerlibrary.org/comics
New to our collection 
of online resources for 
residents of Norridge 
and Harwood Heights is 
Comics Plus, providing 
unlimited access to a 
collection of digital 
comics, graphic novels, 
manga, and picture books 
for readers of all ages.

Get started reading 
comics on your 
smartphone, tablet,
or web browser.
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CLASSIC RADIO
AT EISENHOWER

 OLD TIME RADIO WITH
RADIO PLAYERS WEST
® Wednesday, Sep. 18, 7:00-8:00pm
Experience radio shows live on stage. Radio Players 
West was formed in 1992 by the original Those Were 
the Days host, Chuck Schaden. Actors recreate old-
time radio programs from the Golden Age of Radio 
with original scripts and foley artists creating live 
sound effects.

 WINDY CITY ON THE AIR
® Tuesday, Sep. 24, 7:00-8:00pm
Chicago was an epicenter of radio during its early 
years. Steve Darnall from Nostalgia Digest knows all the 
details of the city's groundbreaking contributions to the 
medium.

 THE NIGHT ORSON WELLES 
TERRIFIED AMERICA

® Wednesday, Oct. 30, 7:00-8:00pm
On the eve of Halloween 1938, Orson Welles created a 
nationwide panic with his infamous War of the Worlds 
radio broadcast. William Hazelgrove tells the amazing 
story on the 86th anniversary of the broadcast!



SATURDAY
SEPTEMBER 14
10:00am-4:00pm
Superhero? Supervillian? Something 
in-between? Whoever you are, there's 
something for you at our annual Comicfest. 
Aritsts, vendors, give-aways, cosplay, crafts, 
panels, and the Windy City Ghostbusters. Get 
ready to party!

PAGE TWO

JUSTIN 
CASTENEDA’S 
COMMUNITY DRAW

1:00-2:00pm

WINDY CITY 
GHOSTBUSTERS 
CHICAGO HAUNTS

2:15-3:15pm

PHOTO BOOTH

11:00am-3:00pm
COSTUMERS WITH 
A CAUSE

10:00am-4:00pm

VOTER 
REGISTRATION

12:00-4:00pm

ARTISTS & VENDORS

Tom Bacon
Robin Komie Banks & 
Arthur Banks
Max Bare
Shawn Lenore Barnes
Emmy Brown
Justin Casteneda
Kevin Christensen

PANELS & ACTVITIES

Nick Dilollo
The Fellowship of
the Bead
Lavender Stew
David Knight
Brian Lynch
Colleen Malo
Mar Motzel

Raz Ortiz
Steph Stanga
Melissa Stanley
Unshaven Comics
Stephanie Varga
Whitney Wasson

 MEET AUTHOR
JARRETT DAPIER

® Saturday, Sep. 28, 11:00am-12:30pm
Jarrett Dapier is an author, librarian, and 
lifelong drummer. His books include Jazz for 
Lunch, a finalist for the Keats award; 
The Most Haunted House in America, 
a romp about drumming at the White 
House; and Mr. Watson's Chickens, 
chosen by NPR as a best book of 
2021 and challenged repeatedly for 
including gay characters. Come for a 
conversation with Jarrett over coffee 
and cake about reading and the 
chilling effects of book banning.

 BANNED BOOKS CAFE
September 23-27, 10:00am-1:00pm

Book challenges are on the rise. The number of 
books targeted for censorship in the United States 
surged 65% last year, reaching the highest levels ever 
documented by the American Library Association's 
Office of Intellectual Freedom. Since 1982, ALA has 
promoted Banned Books Week to fight censorship, 
keep books available in libraries, and support the 
freedom to read!

Every morning during Banned Books Week 2024, drop 
into Eisenhower to socialize and celebrate your First 
Amendment right to read whatever you choose over 
coffee. While supplies last, leave with your choice of a 
free book.
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These programs are made possible by Illinois Libraries Present, a statewide collaboration between public libraries offering high-quality events. Illinois Libraries         Present is funded in part by a grant awarded by the Illinois State Library, a 
Department of the Office of Secretary of State, using funds provided by the U.S. Institute of Museum and Library Services, under the provisions of the Library         Services and Technology Act (LSTA).

PAGE THREE
 AUTHOR CONVERSATIONS

View these presentations on our big screen here at the Library or save your Zoom seats to tune in 
from home at eisenhowerlibrary.org/conversations. Call 708-867-2299 for more information.

 IN-PERSON     VIRTUAL    ® REGISTRATION REQUIRED

 BEING IMPERFECT
WITH ERIKA SÁNCHEZ
® Wednesday, Oct. 09, 7:00-8:00pm

Celebrate Hispanic Heritage Month with Erika Sánchez,
award-winning author of I Am Not Your Perfect Mexican 
Daughter, joined in conversation by Cynthia Pelayo.

Erika L. Sánchez's debut poetry collection, Lessons on 
Expulsion, was a finalist for the PEN America Open Book 
Award. Her debut young adult novel, I Am Not Your Perfect 
Mexican Daughter, was a New York Times bestseller and 
National Book Award finalist. Recognized by Time as one 
of the best YA novels of all time, it has also been adapted 
for the stage at Chicago's Steppenwolf Theater and is 
being made into a film directed by America Ferrera.

Cynthia Pelayo is a Bram Stoker Award winning and 
International Latino Book Award winning author and poet.



PAGE FOUR                      
 COMPUTER CLASSES

These programs are made possible by Illinois Libraries Present, a statewide collaboration between public libraries offering high-quality events. Illinois Libraries         Present is funded in part by a grant awarded by the Illinois State Library, a 
Department of the Office of Secretary of State, using funds provided by the U.S. Institute of Museum and Library Services, under the provisions of the Library         Services and Technology Act (LSTA).

 RAISE YOUR VOICE
WITH JASON REYNOLDS
® Tuesday, Oct. 22, 7:00-8:00pm

Meet Jason Reynolds, #1 New York Times bestselling 
author, advocate, mentor, and 2020-2022 National 
Ambassador for Young People's Literature. The 
recipient of a Newbery Honor, a Printz Honor, a 
Carnegie Medal, an NAACP Image Award, and 
multiple Coretta Scott King honors, Reynolds' beloved 
and award-winning titles include Stamped (with Ibram 
X. Kendi), Stuntboy, the Track series (Ghost, Patina, 
Sunny, and Lu), Miles Morales, All American Boys (with 
Brendan Kiely), When I Was the Greatest, The Boy in the 
Black Suit, Look Both Ways, Ain't Burned All the Bright, 
and Long Way Down.

 INTERMEDIATE COMPUTER 
LITERACY SERIES

® Tuesdays, Sep. 10, 17 & 24, 3:00-4:00pm
Extend your computer knowledge to include internet 
basics, online safety, and more in this three-part class.

 RESUME REVIEW
® Wednesday, Sep. 11, 6:00-7:30pm
In a one-on-one session, we'll go over your resume and 
update it with a modern layout. Please bring a digital 
copy of your current resume.

 ONLINE PRIVACY & SECURITY
® Tuesday, Oct. 01, 10:00-10:45am
Explore the topics of data, security, and privacy.

 EXCEL SERIES
® Tuesday & Thursday, Oct. 22 & 24, 6:00-7:30pm
In this two-part class, learn spreadsheet basics.
 
 MOBILE DEVICE HELP
® Tuesday, Sep. 03, 2:00-4:00pm

Thursday, Sep. 19, 10:00am-12:00pm
Wednesday, Oct. 02, 10:00am-12:00pm
Friday, Oct. 18, 2:00-4:00pm
Wednesday, Nov. 06, 2:00-4:00pm
Friday, Nov. 15, 10:00am-12:00pm
Thursday, Nov. 21, 10:00am-12:00pm

Have a phone or tablet and need help getting started? 
Need help with an app? Sign up for personalized 
individual help!

 HOLIDAY TIPS & TRICKS WITH
CHEF ART SMITH ON ZOOM
® Wednesday, Nov. 20, 7:00-8:00pm

Art Smith began his career at the Florida Culinary 
Institute and honed his skills working with top chefs 
in France before finding himself in Chicago. Here he 
served as Oprah Winfrey’s personal chef for a decade 
and opened his first critically-acclaimed restaurant, 
Table Fifty-Two, known for its modern Southern dishes 
and locally sourced ingredients.

Smith is also a prolific cookbook author and TV 
personality, sharing his passion for Southern cuisine. 
He has appeared on Top Chef, Iron Chef America, The 
Today Show, Good Morning America, Entertainment 
Tonight, The Oprah Winfrey Show and more.

 HOLIDAY RECIPES &
GIFTS FROM THE KITCHEN
® Wednesday, Nov. 13, 6:00-7:30pm

The holiday season is a time for cooking with friends 
and family. Food and wine writer, Camille Stagg 
returns to Eisenhower  with recipes and tasting 
samples of some of her holiday favorites including 
quick appetizers, refreshing salads, delicious ideas 
for desserts, and more.



 GARDEN TOOL 
MAINTENANCE

 ® Thursday, Sep. 05, 6:00-7:00pm
Learn how to care for your garden 
tools with horticulturist Amy 
Greenamyer. Bring in one of your 
own garden tools!

 CHAIR ZUMBA
® Fridays, Sep. 06, 13, 20 & 27,

10:00-10:45am
Zumba is a fitness program that 
combines cardio with Latin-inspired 
dance. Get your heart pumping with  
Jen Adams and a month of Zumba.

 WOMEN 
TRAILBLAZERS

® Monday, Sep. 09, 1:00-2:30pm
Carolyn Armenta Davis, an 
international diaspora cultural 
historian and award-winning 
broadcast producer, explores 
history's trailblazing women.

 POETRY IN THE 
GARDEN

® Tuesday, Sep. 10, 2:00-3:00pm
Join us in the library's gardens 
to share poetry - your own or 
something by your favorite poets.

 GEORGE HALAS & 
THE 1963 BEARS

® Thursday, Sep. 12, 7:00-8:00pm
Charles Billington examines 
professional football's history 
through the story of the Bears and 
legendary owner George Halas.

 NOBODY'S FOOL
® Thursday, Sep. 19, 7:00-8:00pm
Our world brims with deception 
and scams. Join us on Zoom for a 
talk with Dan Simons, co-author of 
Nobody's Fool: Why We Get Taken In 
and What We Can Do About It.

 FAMILY ENGLISH 
LANGUAGE HOUR

Fridays, Sep. 20, Oct. 18 & Nov. 15,
2:00-3:00pm
Drop in for an hour of conversation 
with other families learning 
English. No lessons, just a place to 
practice your English skills and for 
children to connect with other kids.

 WHAT IS D&D?
® Saturdays, Sep. 21, 28 & Oct. 05,

10:00am-12:00pm. Ages 18 & up
With no winners or losers, Dungeons 
& Dragons is a game that fosters 
creativity and encourages 
teamwork. In three weeks, learn 
how to start on your own adventure.

 LOUELLA PARSONS
® Monday, Sep. 23, 1:00-2:30pm
Martina Mathisen is Luella Parsons, 
classic Hollywood's most powerful 
gossip columnist. Get a peek into 
all the juiciest celebrity dirt.

 GARDEN CLUB
® Thursday, Oct. 03, 6:00-7:00pm
Join us to talk about everything 
gardens, from bulbs, bushes, to 

berries, and begonias.
 THE WHEEL OF LIFE
® Thursday, Oct. 03, 7:00-8:00pm
Elisabeth Kübler-Ross was a 
pioneer in near-death studies 
and the author of the book, On 
Death and Dying. Betsey Means of 
Womanlore portrays the founder of 
the death and dying movement.

 MEMOIR WRITING
® Tuesday, Oct. 08, 6:30-8:00pm
Tom Montgomery Fate, author 
of  The Long Way Home: Detours 
& Discoveries, a Travel Memoir.  
returns for a writing workshop, 
sharing strategies for memoir, 
fiction, poetry, and other writing. 

 ALICE'S
ORDINARY PEOPLE

® Tuesday, Oct. 15, 6:30-8:00pm
From her time fighting against 
overcrowding in schools, Alice 
Tregay's life story reads like 
a history of the Civil Rights 
Movement. Director Craig 
Dudnick hosts a screening of his 
documentary honoring Alice and 
other activists of the Chicago 
Freedom Movement.

 FALL MINDFULNESS 
WALK

® Thursday, Oct. 17, 2:00-3:00pm
Join us at a nearby trail for a walk 
through the woods to look at the 
fall colors. Trail location will be 
provided to registrants.

PAGE FIVE

ADULT PROGRAMS

This season's events will meet either in-person or online on Zoom.
To register, call 708-867-2299, ask at the Answers Desk, or visit eisenhowerlibrary.org.

 IN-PERSON    VIRTUAL     ® REGISTRATION REQUIRED
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 INTRO TO
WARHAMMER

® Saturdays, Oct. 19 & Nov. 16, 
10:00am-12:00pm

Ever wonder what the tabletop 
miniature medieval fantasy game 
Warhammer was all about? This is 
your chance to learn about the game 
and all that goes into playing.

 MR. ROGERS: OUR
FAVORITE NEIGHBOR

® Thursday, Oct. 24, 6:30-8:00pm
Think of a time when you felt alone, 
unloved, or scared. Now picture a 
kind voice talking directly to you 
saying that you are special. Historian 
Jim Gibbons discusses the life of 
Fred McFeely Rogers, an American 
icon of neighborly kindness.

 LOVE BY DESIGN
® Sunday, Oct. 27, 2:30-3:30pm
Relationship Coach, Bruce Graham 
takes you on a journey towards 
conscious relationships. Explore the 
principles of intentional connection 
and discover how to cultivate 
meaningful partnerships rooted in 
authenticity and mutual growth.

 SEED SAVING 101
® Thursday, Nov. 07, 6:00-7:00pm
Horticulturist Lisa Hilgenberg 
from the Chicago Botanic Garden 
explains how to save your own seeds 
for another season of growing!

 VETERAN'S 
BREAKFAST

® Saturday, Nov. 09, 9:00-10:30am
We’re saying thank you to the men 
and women who have served our 
country by offering current service 
men, women, and veterans a free 
pastry and a hot beverage. Please 

bring your spouse or a guest.
 CHICAGO

CELLAR BOYS
® Sunday, Nov. 10, 2:00-3:00pm
Named the best jazz ensemble in the 
city, the Chicago Cellar Boys take an 
authentic approach to big band jazz 
of the 20s and 30s. 

 ROADTRIPPING  
ILLINOIS

® Thursday, Nov. 14, 7:00-8:00pm
Illinois enthusiast John Kokoris 
shares the secrets to a successful 
visit to the Shawnee National Forest 
in southern Illinois, including 
landmarks, hikes off the beaten trail, 
lodging, and food. He'll also share a 
bit of the region's fascinating history.

 JUTTA & THE
HI-DUKES

® Monday, Nov. 18, 7:00-8:00pm
Listen to the cultures that shaped 
Illinois as Jutta & the Hi-Dukes play 
the music immigrants brought with 
them from Greece, Ireland, Sweden, 
Bulgaria, and other cultures.

 HISTORY OF THE  
CHICAGO CUBS

® Wednesday, Nov. 20, 6:30-7:30pm
Take a profound and unique journey 
into the history of the city's iconic 
team with Bruce Miles, sports 
broadcaster and author of The 
Franchise: Chicago Cubs: A Curated 
History of the North Siders.

 COPING WITH GRIEF 
AT THE HOLIDAYS

® Thursday, Nov. 21, 6:30-8:00pm
Dealing with grief can be especially 
hard during the holidays. Join 
counselors from Urban Wellness to 
learn ways to cope, then decorate 
cookies for yourself or a friend.

SENIOR 
PROGRAMS

 SENIOR CHAIR 
EXERCISE

® Tuesdays, 11:00-11:30am
Join fitness instructor Jen Adams 
for a chair exercise program for 
seniors ages 60 and up. Register to 
save your seat for every Tuesday in 
September, October, and November. 
Supported by an AgeOptions grant.

 SENIOR GAME DAY
® Mondays, Sep.16, Oct. 07 & Nov. 18, 

1:00-3:00pm
Calling all seasoned strategists and 
game enthusiasts! Battle boredom 
and have fun making friends at 
our open game day for seniors. 
We'll have dozens of board and 
card games to challenge your 
competitive spirit!

 SOCIAL SECURITY 
INFORMATION

® Thursday, September 26, 6:00-7:00pm
Jeffrey Ashton of the Thomas 
Jefferson Agency offers information 
on how to maximize your Social 
Security benefits.

 MEDICARE 101
® Monday, September 30, 6:30-8:00pm
Robin Dawson from Medicare 
Solutions will help you make sense 
of your Medicare options.

 SENIOR MOVIE
& PIZZA LUNCH

® Monday, Oct. 28, 11:00am
Join other movie fans for a dine-in 
screening of the classic, Arsenic & 
Old Lace. 1944.1h 58m.

PAGE SIX                      
 



PAGE SEVEN

DISCUSSION GROUPS

Visit eisenhowerlibrary.org to borrow the books, register for in-person meetings, and find links to
join our Zoom video chats. For help, call 708-867-2299 or ask at the Answers Desk.
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 BRING YOUR OWN BOOK CLUB
® Monday, Sep. 09, Tuesday, Oct. 15 & Tuesday, Nov. 12, 

7:00–8:00 PM
Our BYO Book Club is back! Have a favorite 
book or two (or four) you'd like to share 
with fellow readers and librarians? Join our 
book club to tell us about them and get 
recommendations for books to read next. 

ADULT BOOK DISCUSSION

Our long-running club meets in-person on Tuesdays 
and virtually via Zoom on Wednesday afternoons.

THE EDITOR by Steven Rowley

 ® Tuesday, Sep. 03, 2:00–3:00 PM (in-person)

 Wednesday, Sep. 04, 2:00–3:00 PM (Zoom)

A novelist has tricky relationships with his mother 
and his editor, Jackie Kennedy Onassis.

THE LAST FLIGHT by Julie Clark

 ® Tuesday, Oct. 01, 2:00–3:00 PM (in-person)

 Wednesday, Oct. 02, 2:00–3:00 PM (Zoom)

Two women swap identities to escape their lives, 
leading to a suspenseful journey of survival.

SAINTS FOR ALL OCCASIONS
by J. Courtney Sullivan

 ® Tuesday, Nov. 12, 2:00–3:00 PM (in-person)

 Wednesday, Nov. 13, 2:00–3:00 PM (Zoom)

The story of an immigrant family and the secrets 
that an Irish Catholic upbringing led them to
keep from their children.

CAMPFIRE TALES BOOK CLUB

Escape the ordinary with in-person discussions 
of science fiction, fantasy, and horror novellas.

 THE GHOSTS OF SHERWOOD
by Carrie Vaughn

® Wednesday, Sep. 25, 6:30–7:30 PM
Robin Hood's daughter, Mary, faces danger 
and adventure in Sherwood Forest.

 PICNIC AT HANGING ROCK
by Joan Lindsay

 ® Wednesday, Oct 23, 6:30–7:30 PM
During a school outing in 1900, three girls 
and a teacher mysteriously vanish.

 ROADSIDE PICNIC
by Arkady and Boris Strugatsky

 ® Wednesday, Nov. 20, 6:30–7:30 PM
Stalker Redrick scavenges alien artifacts in 
the hazardous, mysterious Zone.

MYSTERY BOOK CLUB

Join us for a monthly chat about cozy mysteries.

 DEATH AT BISHOP'S KEEP by Robin Paige

® Tuesday, Sep. 24, 7:00–8:00 PM
Sleuths Kathryn Ardleigh and Sir Charles Sheridan 
unravel a deadly secret in Victorian England.

 RULES OF MURDER by Julianna Deering

® Tuesday, Oct. 22, 7:00–8:00 PM
Detective Drew Farthering investigates a murder at a 
country estate, navigating clues in the 1930s.

 THE CATER STREET HANGMAN by Anne Perry

® Tuesday, November 26, 7:00–8:00 PM
In Victorian London, Investigator Detective Pitt reveals 
the secrets of the proper Ellison family.



PAGE EIGHT

MOVIE SCREENINGS

MODERN TIMES FILM SERIES
The Modern Times Film series showcases new 
additions to the library's movie collection. 

 BOB MARLEY: ONE LOVE

® Thursday, Sep. 05, 1:00pm. 2024. PG-13. 1h 47m.
Learn how reggae icon Bob Marley overcame adversity 
and the journey behind his revolutionary music.

 ARTHUR THE KING

® Thursday, Sep. 19, 1:00pm. 2024. PG-13. 1h 47m.
An adventure racer adopts a stray dog named Arthur to 
join him in an epic endurance race.

 GODZILLA X KONG: THE NEW EMPIRE

® Thursday, Oct. 03, 1:00pm. 2024. PG-13. 1h 55m.
Two ancient titans clash in an epic battle as humans 
unravel their intertwined origins.

 KINGDOM OF THE PLANET OF THE APES

® Thursday, Oct. 17, 1:00pm. 2024. PG-13. 2h 25m.
Centuries after the reign of Caesar, a young ape 
questions everything he's been taught about the past.

 GHOSTBUSTERS: FROZEN EMPIRE

 ® Thursday, Oct. 31, 1:00pm. 2024. PG-13. 1h 55m.
When an ancient artifact unleashes an evil force, 
Ghostbusters new and old must join forces.

 IF

® Thursday, Nov. 14, 1:00pm. 2024. PG. 1h 44m.
A young girl begins to see the imaginary friends left 
behind by their real-life friends who have grown up.

 THE FALL GUY

® Thursday, Nov. 21, 1:00pm. 2024. PG-13. 2h 6m.
A down-and-out stuntman must find the missing star of 
his ex-girlfriend's blockbuster film.

 CHESS CLUB
 ® Wednesday, Sep. 04 & 18,

Oct. 02, 16 & 30, Nov. 13, 
6:00pm-7:00pm

Join our bi-weekly chess 
club for a few games 
in a relaxed, friendly 
atmosphere for high school 
aged players and older. No 
experience required.

 ADULT SCALE
MODEL CLUB

 ® Wednesdays, Sep. 04,
Oct. 02 & Nov. 06,
6:30-7:30pm

Hone your model building 
skills by joining other 
enthusiasts. Work on your 
project, share tips, and get 
advice from others.

 YOUTH SCALE
MODEL CLUB

 ® Wednesdays, Sep. 18,
Oct. 16 & Nov. 20,
6:30-7:30pm. Ages 8-17

Join other young modelers 
to work on your projects, 
share tips, and get advice 
from others.

 PEN & INK 
WRITERS

 ® Mondays, Sep. 16,
Oct. 21 & Nov. 18,
7:00-8:30pm

Read your short stories, 
poems, or essays, all 
inspired by a common 
theme. Receive and offer 
positive critique.

CLUBS & GROUPS
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THE WORKSHOP

Our Workshop is a space dedicated to creativity. It houses a collection of tools and technology that
make it an art and design studio for the entire community!
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For repeating classes, please sign up for only one 
session to accommodate the most participants.

 IN-PERSON    VIRTUAL     ® REGISTRATION REQUIRED

 KNITTING 101 Ages 16 & up
® Thursdays, Sep. 5 & 12, 5:00-7:00pm

Thursdays, Oct. 3 & 10, 1:30-3:30pm
Thursdays, Nov. 7 & 14, 10:30am-12:30pm

If you've always wanted to try knitting, but have never 
held needles before, this is the class for you.  In two 
weeks, you'll learn the basics and will come away with 
a 7" x 7" potholder.

 GET STARTED WITH THE 
GLOWFORGE Ages 14 & up 

® Saturday, Sep. 21, 10:00am-12:00pm
Saturday, Oct. 19, 10:00am-12:00pm
Saturday, Nov. 16, 10:00am-12:00pm

In this beginner-friendly workshop, you'll explore the 
exciting world of laser cutting and engraving using the 
powerful Glowforge Pro. You'll learn the fundamentals 
of operating the machine safely and create a coaster 
using the Glowforge design web app.

 SEWING MACHINE BASICS Ages 13 & up 
® Monday, Sep. 23, 6:30-8:30pm

Monday, Oct. 21, 2024, 6:30-8:30pm
Monday, Nov. 18, 6:30-8:30pm

Learn the basics of operating a sewing machine: 
threading a needle, winding the bobbin, and selecting 
different stitches. Time will be available to practice on 
the machine.

 INTRO TO THE CRICUT Ages 14 & up 
® Monday, Sep. 30, 6:30-8:30pm

Monday, Nov. 04, 6:30-8:30pm
Have you seen the Cricut Maker and wondered what 
you can do with this electronic cutting machine? Our 
introductory class explains the basics of using the 
Cricut Maker to those who have never used a Cricut 
machine before, or who have no familiarity with its 
Design Space app.

 FUN WITH ALCOHOL INKS Ages 18 & up 
® Wednesday, Oct. 09, 1:00-2:30pm
Learn what alcohol inks are all about. With a wide 
variety of inks to choose from, we'll show you different 
techniques to create your own work of art.

 CUSTOM PET BANDANA Ages 16 & up 
® Sunday, Oct. 13, 1:30-3:30pm

Saturday, Oct. 19, 1:30-3:30pm
Make a simple fabric bandana for your favorite cat or 
dog. Then personalize the bandana. Experience using 
a sewing machine would be helpful.

 PET BANDANA ORGANIZER Ages 14 & up 
® Saturday, Nov. 09, 10:00am-12:00pm

Monday, Nov.25, 6:30-8:30pm
Create a one-of-a-kind wall organizer for all of your 
pet's custom bandanas.  Perfect for the special pet in 
your life or to give as a gift.  Prior experience with the 
Cricut Maker is helpful, but not required.

 HALLOWEEN CRAFTERNOON All ages 
® Sunday, Oct. 20, 1:30-4:30pm
Celebrate Halloween with us this Sunday afternoon! All 
ages of crafters are invited to drop into the Workshop 
to make some spooky crafts for the holiday.

 DRAWSTRING BACKPACK Ages 16 & up
® Saturday, Nov. 02, 9:30-11:30am
Sew a lightweigt backpack great for carrying books, 
clothing, or anything else. All experience levels.

 OPEN STUDIO HOURS
Mondays: 6:00–8:30 PM
Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Thursdays: 1:00–4:30 PM
Fridays, Saturdays: 9:00 AM–4:30 PM
Sunday: 1:00–4:30 PM
Drop in during Open Workshop hours to embark on a 
creative endeavor. Use a sewing or embroidery 
machine, try out a 3-D printer or laser cutter, convert a 
tape or record to a digital format, make a button, or ask 
for a tour of everything else the Workshop has to offer.



CROCHET ALONGS
Enjoy crochet? Interested in learning new stitches 
or sharing your knowledge? Join us on Zoom every 
Wednesday afternoon to share your progress on our 
monthly project or any other crochet project you're 
currently working on.

 ASYMMETRICAL SHAWL

Wednesdays, Sep. 04, 11, 18 & 25, 3:00-4:30pm
In September, we will be working on the Autumn 
Meadow Asymmetrical Shawl pattern by Ned & Mimi.

 PUMPKIN COASTERS

Wednesdays, Oct. 02, 09. 16, 23 & 30, 3:00-4:30pm
For October, we'll make the Great Harvest Pumpkin 
Coasters pattern by Crochet 365 Knit Too.

 AUTUMN LEAF DECORATIVE DOILY

Wednesdays, Nov. 06, 13, 20 & 27, 3:00-4:30pm
In November, we'll be working on the Autumn Leaf 
Decorative Doily by Sylwia.
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CRAFT PROGRAMS

 COFFEE & CRAFTS
® Wednesdays, Sep. 04, Oct. 02 & Nov. 06, 10:00am-12:30pm
Take some time to explore your creative side with 
a variety of art supplies, a featured craft, or bring 
a work in progress. Not feeling crafty? No worries, 
coloring pages and playing cards will also be 
available. Don't forget to check out the library's 
collection for more awesome crafting and gaming 
ideas. Come for coffee or tea and stay for fun and 
conversation!

 IN-PERSON CROCHET:
AMIGURUMI CANDY CORN

® Monday, Oct. 07, 6:00-7:30pm
Join us for an in-person crochet session as we work on 
crocheted amigurumi candy corn stuffies, perfect for 
fall decorating. Crafting supplies and the pattern will be 
provided for registered participants.  

 IN-PERSON    VIRTUAL     ® REGISTRATION REQUIRED

TAKE-N-MAKE NO-SEW PUMPKINS
Nothing says autumn like pumpkins! This fall you can create your own fabric 
pumpkins with our take-n-make kits, no sewing required. Take a kit home or stop 
by the Workshop during open studio hours to work on one with us.

TEEN PROGRAMS

 ANONYMOUS TEEN WRITERS
Thursdays, 4:00–5:30 PM

Writers in grades 7–12 are invited to join in on a weekly 
hour and a half of socializing, discussion, and, of course, 
writing! Share your poems and stories in a supportive 
space or listen to others read.

 HUNT A KILLER MYSTERY GAMES
Oct. 26-31, 2024

Make Halloween week a little creepier by dropping 
into the Teen Space with a few friends to solve a mystery. 
Hunt a Killer's murder mystery games contain the clues 
you need to solve a crime...all in one box. Death at the 
Dive Bar, Body on the Boardwalk, Murder at the Motel, or 
Dead Below Deck, there will be plenty of mysteries to 
choose from, and if you enjoy solving one, come back 
later in the week for more. These are self-directed games  
so it will be up to you to step up and solve a crime.



 STAR IN 
A READ POSTER!

Sep. 03–30. Ages 12 & under
Come into Kids World during 
September where we'll take a photo 
of you with your favorite book. In a 
few days, it will be transformed into 
a poster on display! Come back in 
October to take your poster home.

 POKEMON DAY
® Sep. 03, Oct. 10 & Nov. 26,

6:00–7:00pm. Ages 7-12
Are you a fan of Pokemon? Meet 
other trainers and show off your 
favorite Pokemon! Each session will 
have new activities themed around 
everyone’s favorite pocket monsters!

 FAMILY
FOREST WALK

® Sep. 05 & Oct. 02, 10:00am. 
Ages 12 & under with an adult.

Enjoy time with your family and 
community while we take a walk 
through our local forest preserve. 
The group will meet at a nearby 
trail. Wear your walking shoes.

 MAD SCIENCE: 
FIRE AND ICE

® Sep. 07, 10:00–11:00am. Ages 12 &  
under. 7 & under with an adult.

This spectacular event includes 
foggy dry ice storms and 
demonstrates how giant beach 
balls can float in the air. Be amazed 
by sizzling, shivering scissors and 
special bubbly showers!

 KIDS WRITE AWAY
® Sep. 12, Oct. 10 & Nov. 14,

4:00–5:00pm. Grades 4–6
Want to become the next famous 
author? Join us for one or all three 
classes: “Setting Your Mind to Write,” 
“What's Your Point of View?,” and 
“Lavish Literary Devices.”

 PIXEL POWER
® Sep. 16 & Oct. 07, 5:00-6:00pm.

Grades 3-6. Ages 10 & under with an adult.
Art goes 8-bit! Bring digital art to the 
real world and make your own pixel 
creation. Workshop waiver required. 

 KIDS 
CRAFTING CLUB

® Sep. 19, Oct. 17 & Nov. 21, 5:00–6:00pm.  
Ages 7-12

Make some simple crafts and be 
social with other creative people! 
Each session will be something new 
and have fun things to talk about!

 FALL FAMILY                                  
PICTURE DAY

® Sep. 21, 10:00am–4:30pm. Ages 12 & 
under. 7 & under with an adult.

Our beautiful courtyard outside 
will serve as a backdrop for family 
photos. 

 RIVER LANDSCAPE
PAINTING   

® Sep. 25, 6:00–7:00pm. 
Ages 4-12. 7 & under with an adult.

Paint a rippling river landscape.

 FAMILY SCIENCE 
Sep.26 & Oct. 24, 5:00pm. Nov. 25, 10:00am. 
Ages 12 & under. 7 & under with an adult.
Hypothesize! Experiment! Observe! 
Drop by anytime in the hour to 
take your turn conducting the 
month's science experiments.  Some 
experiments may be messy!

 GREAT WORKS 
THEATRE 
PRESENTS: THE 
LEGEND OF SLEEPY
HOLLOW

® Oct. 12, 10:00–11:00am
Ages 12 & under. 7 & under with an adult.

It's Ichabod Crane vs The Headless 
Horseman in this hilarious 
"spooktacular" play adaptation 
of the American tale written by 
Washington Irving.

 DIY DONUTS 
PUMPKIN

® Oct. 15, 6:00–7:00pm
Ages 2-12. 7 & under with an adult.

Looking for "no-carve" pumpkin 
decorating idea for kids? Come be 
part of the fun as we learn a new, 
easy way to decorate your pumpkin.

 PEN & PAPER 	
TABLE TOP
ADVENTURE

® Oct. 19 & Nov. 16, 
10:00am–12:00pm. Ages 7-12

Grab your pencils and dice! We are 
going on an adventure without even 
leaving the library! Each session will 
be a different bite-size story in these 
Dungeons and Dragons adventures.

PAGE ELEVEN

KIDS WORLD

Registration for Kids World programs begins on August 5th. Priority is given to residents of Norridge and 
Harwood Heights. Others will be placed on the waiting list and contacted if there is room in the program.

 IN-PERSON    VIRTUAL OR TAKE HOME     ® REGISTRATION REQUIRED



For information & schedules 
on our monthly Storytime 
sessions call us at 708-867-2298 or visit  
eisenhowerlibrary.org/storytime.

 DROP-IN BABY STORYTIME
Sep. 20, Oct. 18 & Nov. 15, 10:00am.
Ages 6-17 months with an adult
Siblings welcome. Drop into the Stortyime Room to 
inspire a love of reading with short, interactive stories, 
songs, lap bounces, and rhymes. Sign in at Kids World 
starting 15 minutes prior to the start of class.

 DROP-IN HALLOWEEN 
STORYTIME 

Oct. 30, 10:30am. Ages 12 & under. Under 3 with an adult
Celebrate Halloween with stories and songs! 
Costumes welcome.

Storytime with
The Language Labs
Join Eisenhower & The Language Labs for 30-minute 
Bilingual & Polish Storytimes. Together, we'll learn 
songs, play games, and create crafts!

 BILINGUAL ARABIC STORYTIME

® Sep. 09, Oct. 01 & Nov. 12, 6:00pm.
Ages 12 & under with an adult

 BILINGUAL SPANISH
STORYTIME

® Sep. 30, Oct. 21 & Nov. 19, 6:00pm.
Ages 12 & under with an adult

 BILINGUAL UKRAINIAN
STORYTIME

® Sep. 10 & Oct. 08, 6:00pm. 
Ages 12 & under with an adult

 POLISH STORYTIME

® Sep. 23 & Oct. 28 & Nov. 25, 6:00pm. 
Ages 12 & under with an adult
This storytime is completely in Polish.

 SPOOKY CRAFT DAY
Oct. 26, 10:00–11:00am or 2:00-3:00pm 
Ages 12 & Under. 7 & under with an adult.
Drop into Kids World to celebrate all things spooky at 
the library with candy, music, and a couple of fun crafts.

 TRICK OR TREAT
AT THE LIBRARY 

Oct. 31, 1:00–5:00pm. Ages 12 & under. 7 & under with an adult
Stop by Kids World in your Halloween costumes and 
parade around the Library to get treats.

 COLOR BY NUMBER POSTER
Nov. 01-30. Ages 12 & under
Color pixel by pixel to create the hidden poster in 30 
days. Pick up a kit at the Kids Desk starting October 
28th. While supplies last.

 AURORA BOREALIS 
NIGHT PAINTING

® Nov. 06, 6:00–7:00pm. Ages 4-12. 7 & under with an adult.
Paint a night sky filled with the colors of the Aurora 
Borealis.

 MARSHMALLOW TOWERS
® Nov. 18, 5:00–6:00pm. Grades 4-6
Learn about famous towers as we use STEAM to create 
our own Marshmallow Towers!

STORYTIME
PAGE TWELVE

More Drop-In 
Storytimes to be 

announced! 

 ADAPTIVE HOUR
® Sundays, Sep. 15, Oct. 20 & Nov. 17,  12:00–1:00pm
Families with children 12 and under who have a 
diagnosis or disability are invited to visit Kids World for 
a special hour exclusively for you! Kids will be able to do 
crafts, explore Kids World, and meet other families in this
special before-hours program!

TOTS & PRE-K FUN DAYS
Come in for a morning of activity and exploration! Each 
session will have a different activity!

 ART ACTIVITY

® September 06, 10:00–11:00am. Ages 2–5 with an adult

 SCIENCE ACTIVITY

®  October 04, 10:00–11:00am. Ages 2–5 with an adult

 CRAFTS ACTIVITY

® November 01, 10:00–11:00am. Ages 2–5 with an adult
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LIBRARY CARD SIGNUP MONTH
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BOOK SALE

 FALL BLOWOUT BOOK SALE
Saturday, Sep. 21, 9:30am 4:30pm
Sunday, Sep. 22, 1:30–4:30pm

We're back with our first big book sale in years. From current bestsellers 
to recent nonfiction; Booktok sensations to classic kids books;  blockbuster 
movies to hit music on CD; this sale will have something for everyone. With 
the Harwood Heights Village-wide Garage Sale scheduled for the same 
weekend, it's time for some really great deals!

Hardcovers & DVDs: $1.00. Paperbacks & CDs: 50¢.
Sunday after 3:00pm, everything’s on sale, ten for a dollar!

 GET YOUR LIBRARY CARD & WIN
eisenhowerlibrary.org/apply

September is Library Card Signup Month, a time when 
libraries across the country encourage lifelong card 
holders and brand new patrons to enjoy their libraries. 
No matter your age, now is the perfect time to sign up 
or renew your library card!

All during September, anyone who signs up for an 
Eisenhower Library card, or lets us know you already 
have one, will get a $2.00 voucher to spend at our Fall 
Blowout Book Sale (see below) and be entered into 
a drawing to win an Amazon Fire tablet and a DIY 
s'mores kit!

 FOOD DRIVE
 September 03-30, 2024

Each night in the U.S., 17.4 million families go to 
bed hungry. An additional 6.9 million families 
experience food insecurity. During September, we're 
holding a food drive to help those in need. If you can 
help, please drop off shelf-stable pantry items, cereals, 
canned goods, and other household necessities and 
we'll make sure your donations get to a local food bank.



EISENHOWER PUBLIC LIBRARY DISTRICT’S ISLAND WITHIN A CITY ESSAY
WAIVER AND RELEASE FORM

For and in consideration of being allowed to participate in and submit 
essays (“Participant”) to the Eisenhower Public Library District 
(“Library”), and as a condition of my own voluntary participation in 
submitting an essay to be considered for publication in the Library’s 
Island Within a City (the “Book”) and/or the Library’s Website 
(“Website”), I acknowledge and agree to the following:

1. SCOPE OF ESSAY EVENT. The Library has full discretion in selecting 
the essays that will be published in the Book and/or the Website. 
My participation in the Essay Event does not guarantee publication. 
The Library retains the right as to whether or not to publish my 
essay in whole or part, and to edit my essay for clarity, grammar, 
and other revisions viewed as necessary for publication. The Library 
retains complete editorial control over my essay. The Library will not 
publish any essay that it considers, in its sole discretion, unsuitable 
for publication including, but not limited to written material that is 
considered to be hate speech and/or unethical and/or illegal. 

2. WAIVER AND RELEASE: I agree to waive, release and discharge 
from liability the Library and its trustees, elected and appointed 

officials, officers, agents, employees and volunteers (collectively the 
“Library Affiliates”) from any and all claims, rights, damages, causes of 
action, and demands of whatsoever kind or nature, whether known or 
unknown, which I may have against the Library and the Library Affiliates 
arising out of, connected with, or in any way associated with my own 
voluntary participation in the Island Within a City Essay Event. I agree 
that this Waiver and Release is intended to be as broad and inclusive 
as permitted by the laws of the State of Illinois, and that if any portion 
hereof is held invalid, I agree that the balance hereof will continue in full 
legal force and effect. 

3.BINDING AGREEMENT: I agree that this Waiver and Release shall inure 
to the benefit of and shall be binding upon my heirs, next of kin, spouse, 
legatees, transferees, assigns, personal representatives, owners, insurers, 
agents, servants, employees, administrators, executors, representatives 
and/or successors in interest of any kind whatsoever.

4.VOLUNTARY CONSENT:  I have carefully read and fully understand 
and agree to the above-stated conditions of participation in the Island 
Within a City Essay Event, and I have voluntarily signed this document.

I acknowledge having read, understood, and agreed to the above waiver, and release.

_______________________________________________       ______________________________________________       ______________
Print Name                                                                                                                     Signature                                                                                                                      Date             
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ISLAND WITHIN A CITY

Over the past several months, we've been collecting your stories for possible inclusion in 
our update of Island Within A City, our book of local history. If you've been waiting to submit 
your stories, now is the time. Please submit your stories by September 30th when we'll begin 
working with an editor to craft the final version of the book.

History comes alive when we hear directly from those who experienced it. So we're offering 
an opportunity for you, the community, to shape future historical understanding of Norridge 
and Harwood Heights by writing short stories about your connections to the area.

Below you'll find writing prompts to spur your memories. Write a 250-500 word essay 
inspired by one or more. While we welcome all of your stories, the published book will 
contain only those related to local history since 1990. Stories outside of that scope may be 
made available to read online.

NEED WRITING PROMPTS?
Visit eisenhowerlibrary.org/island for a selection of writing prompts on a variety of subjects including:

Family Life | Gone But Not Forgotten | Changes You've Witnessed | The Park District
Shopping Local, Shopping Global | Welcome to the Island: Immigration  

Village Government: Keeping the Island Afloat | Police & Fire: To Serve and Protect
Schools: Student & Parent Perspectives | Schools: Educators Perspectives

Faith Communities | We Remember: Remembering Those Who Have Left Us
Forgotten History | The Pandemic | Women in the Board Room: Female Leaders & Influencers
Community Events: Working Together. Coming Together | The Next Chapter: Looking Forward
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CONTACT
Library Services: 708-867-7828
Answers Desk: 708-867-2299
Kids World: 708-867-2298
TTY: 708-867-6362
Fax: 708-867-1535

LIBRARY CLOSURES
Labor Day: 09/01 & 09/02
Columbus Day/Indigenous 
Peoples' Day:  10/14
Veterans Day: 11/11
Closing at 5:00 PM: 11/27
Thanksgiving: 11/28

STAY CONNECTED
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instagram.com/ikelib
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SWAN LIBRARIES+
 eisenhowerlibrary.org/swan-libraries
With the SWAN Libraries+ App 
you can access your Library 
from your Apple or Android 
device. Provided by SWAN, the 
consortium of Illinois libraries of 
which Eisenhower is a member, 
the app allows you to connect to 
your library on the go. Manage 
your checkouts, fines, and family 
cards. Search for items in the 
library catalog and place holds 
for pickup. 

THE LIBBY APP
 eisenhowerlibrary.org/libby
Best-selling authors. New 
release titles. Classics and 
crowd-pleasers. Borrow ebooks, 
digital audiobooks, magazines, 
and more, anywhere, anytime 
with your mobile device and 
Eisenhower card. No mobile 
device? Read on your computer’s 
browser at LibbyApp.com. 

HOOPLA DIGITAL
 eisenhowerlibrary.org/hoopla
Stream or download thousands 
of movies, TV shows, music, 
audiobooks, ebooks, and comics 
on your computer or mobile 
device.

And don't forget Hoopla 
BingePasses offering access to 
even more great content from 
sites like Curiosity Stream.
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Find more apps and online resources at eisenhowerlibrary.org/online-resources


