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WINTER 2025-2026
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WINTER READING 
CHALLENGE
No matter your age, winter 
is the best time of year to 
cozy up with a book and win 
prizes!
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Winter is the time when, at least in colder climates, nature sleeps. Snow may 
blanket the ground outside, while indoors we pull out our own blankets and 
drink cups of tea and cocoa to warm our bodies and spirits. If you’re anything 
like me, you may enjoy aspects of winter, but look for touchstones that bring you 
ever closer to spring. You may celebrate holidays with loved ones. You might 
make lists of goals or aspirations for the new year. Maybe winter is a time for 
knitting, or reading, or catching up on movies and shows. Regardless of age, 
and whether you have a full event calendar or enjoy the solitude of a winter 
landscape, the Eisenhower Library has something to pique your or your
child’s interest. 

Here are just a few of the events we have planned for you this winter: Our Winter 
Reading Pop-up shop is back. Earn a ticket to spend in the shop for every book 
you read. Attend a movie at the library. This winter, we are featuring the films 
of James Dean, or you can attend one of the screenings that are part of our 1930 
movie festival. Drop into the Workshop during Coffee and Crafts and make a fun 
project. Prefer to stay home? We have virtual author visits, book discussions, and 
virtual crochet-alongs.

For Kids, book an appointment for your child to read to a dog. Bring your child 
to Lego Day and help Kids World build a Lego display. Get fancy at the Library’s 
Formal Ball. Teens can catch up on homework at our Homework Café. Join us 
for a stroll through the winter woods, drink some hot chocolate, and have any 
photos you take on your complimentary disposable camera displayed in the 
Teen Space.

There’s even more to do in the pages that follow. Let’s enjoy this season of rest,
reflection, and renewal together.

        

Stacy Wittmann, Library Director
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SEASONS OF STORIES
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GET YOUR
LIBRARY CARD
eisenhowerlibrary.org/apply
Residents of Norridge or 
Harwood Heights age 
14 & older can get an 
instant, digital library 
card that grants access to 
our collection of ebooks, 
audiobooks, and other 
digital materials. Now, 
your digital card can also 
be used to borrow books, 
movies, games, and more.

Want a physical card?
Ask at the Library
Services Desk.

 
® Sunday, December 7, 2025, 1:00–4:30pm

Just in time for the holidays, meet the talented crafters and artists in our 
community and find one-of-a-kind handmade candles, jewelry, home 
decor, paper goods, pottery, soaps, wreaths,and lots more.
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December 1, 2025–January 31, 2026
It's the chilliest time of the year! Grab your coziest blanket, 
your fuzziest socks, and warm up with a good book and our 
annual Winter Reading Challenge! Find more information, 
register to participate, and start earning prizes at

eisenhowerlibrary.org/winter2026

eisenhowerlibrary.org/
bookmatch
Find a book you’ll love 
with the help of your 
librarians. Answer a 
few questions about 
your favorite books and 
we’ll offer personalized 
recommendations.

eisenhowerlibrary.org/
novelist
Love a book or author and 
want to find something 
similar? Find read-
alikes, lists of award 
winners, complete series 
information, and more.

eisenhowerlibrary.org/
bookpage
Connecting every book 
lover with their next 
great read, current and 
recent issues of BookPage 
Magazine are available to 
view online.

eisenhowerlibrary.org/
bookbrowse
BookBrowse carefully sifts 
through the thousands 
of books published each 
month and recommends 
only the best. Find read-
alikes, latest releases, 
reader reviews, and more.

READING RECOMMENDATIONS

 KIDS WINTER READING
AGES 12 & UNDER
Winter Reading is here again! Read all the books you 
can this winter to earn free books and other prizes. 
Register on Beanstack and pick up your optional 
tracking log starting the week of December 1st. Stop in 
weekly to display your reading progress in Kids World 
and encourage other readers!

 TEENS & ADULTS
AGES 13 & UP
For every book you read this December and January, 
you'll earn a ticket to spend in our Winter Reading Pop-
up Shop. Register to play on Beanstack or ask for your 
paper reading log at the Answers Desk.



 WINTER 
WATERCOLOR

® Thursday, December 4, 6:00–7:30pm
Join Victoria Peleranos to make a 
gorgeous watercolor painting of 
your very own!

 MARSHALL FIELD'S 
HOLIDAYS BEHIND 
THE SCENES

® Tuesday, December 9, 1:00–2:00pm
Amy Meadows spent 25 years at 
Field’s. Now she shares behind-
the-scenes stories, history, and 
holiday traditions. Hear how artists, 
vendors, and craftsmen created 
the iconic animated windows and 
décor for Marshall Field’s and 
Macy’s.

 BOARD GAME NIGHT
® Wednesdays, December 10, January 14 

& February 11 7:00–8:30pm. Ages 13 & up
Drop in to play some board games 
from the Library's collection or 
bring your own favorite games to 
share.

 WINTER BOOK SWAP 
® Saturday, December 13, 1:00–3:00pm
Bring a book, take a book. All ages 
welcome. Bring good condition 
books and refresh your personal 
library. No early drop-offs please!

 LUCAS LEVON, 
PIANO & VOCALS

® Sunday, December 14, 2:00–3:00pm
Piano bar entertainer Lucas Levon 
visits Eisenhower with his high-
energy covers of pop hits from 
Elton John and The Beatles to Ed 
Sheeran and Adele. Don't miss it!

 WARHAMMER!
® Saturdays, December 20, January 17 & 

Feb. 21, 10:00am–12:00pm. Ages 16 & up
Enter the fantasy world of 
Warhammer for a campaign 
of strategy. Battle armies and 
monsters and forge your legend.

 CROSSWORD PUZZLE 
COMPETITION

® Sunday, December 21, 1:30–3:00pm
Celebrate Crossword Puzzle Day! 
Everyone gets the same puzzle and 
races to finish first!

 NEW YEAR TAROT
® Saturday, January 3, 10:00–11:00am
Using the wisdom of tarot, Tamara 
Kowalski helps you create a 
vision board of what you’d like 
to accomplish in the year ahead. 
Clarity, Abundance, Success and 
Strength are just some of what you 
can envision for your best year yet. 

 RESUME REVIEW 
® Thursday, January 8, 6:00–6:45pm

or 6:45-7:30pm
Elevate your career prospects by 
refreshing your resume. In a one-
on-one session, we'll go over your 
current resume and update it with 
a modern layout.

 WILD ORCHIDS
OF ILLINOIS

® Thursday, January 8, 6:00–7:00pm
Illinois is home to over 50 species 
of orchids and many are very 
rare. Learn about the natural 
history of orchids while botanist 
Chris Benda shows beautiful 
photos of all the native species.
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ADULT PROGRAMS

This season's events will meet either in-person or online on Zoom.
To register, call 708-867-2299, ask at the Answers Desk, or visit eisenhowerlibrary.org.

 IN-PERSON    VIRTUAL   ® REGISTRATION REQUIRED
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 GREAT BRITISH 
 BAKING TOUR
® Wednesday, December 3,
11:00am–12:00pm (in-person) 6:30-7:30pm (Zoom)
Join travel consultant and former UK 
resident Claire Evans, author of High Tea 
and the Low Down, for a culinary tour of 

the UK inspired by The Great British Baking 
Show. Learn about making a proper cup 
of tea, delicious regional specialties, and 
their origins. As it’s holiday time, she’ll 
focus on festive baking in particular. Pick 
up a recipe packet to create your own tour. 

Sign up to watch the program on Zoom or 
projected on our big screen at the Library.



 SPEED PUZZLING
® Saturday, January 10, 10:00am–1:00pm. 

Ages 16 & up
In this competition, teams of two 
puzzlers are all given the same 
puzzle and compete to see who 
can assemble it in the shortest time 
possible. Please register yourself 
and a teammate.

 HUGO'S ELVIS 
® Sunday, January 11, 2:30–3:30pm
Hugo, Chicago’s World Class Elvis 
Tribute Artist, is back for an hour 
of Elvis Presley! Bring your friends 
and family for an unforgettable 
afternoon of music, memories, and 
moves only the King could inspire.

 THE MAGIC
OF NUMBERS

® Saturday, January 17, 1:00–2:00pm
Friday the 13th may be scary in the 
West—but how is it viewed in China? 
Yvonne Wolff explores the cultural 
meaning of numbers and signs in 
Chinese traditions, including their 
own unlucky numbers.

 TIMELESS MOVIE 
MUSIC MOMENTS

® Sunday, February 8, 2:00–3:30pm
John LeGear's newest film history 
presentation features some of 
his finest storytelling. His "docu-
musical" takes us on a guided 
tour through the decades, paying 
tribute to the greatest composers, 
lyricists, directors, producers, and 
performers all along the way.

 THE SWEETEST
JOB EVER

® Tuesday, February 10, 6:30–8:00pm
Historian Jim Gibbons discusses 
his years as a sales rep for Brach's 
Candy Company. From the enticing 
smell of the plant, to the eye-
twinkling displays in the stores, 
you'll learn all the tricks of the trade 
that help you select your treats. 
Gibbons will take you back to a time 
when life was sweet and make you 
feel like a kid in a candy store.

 WINTER
FOREST WALK

® Thursday, February 12, 2:00–3:00pm
Join us for a walk and find the 
beauty of the woods in winter. The 
group will meet at a nearby trail. 
Wear your winter walking shoes! 

 CHINESE FOOD FOR 
THE LUNAR NEW 
YEAR 

® Wednesday, February 18, 1:00–2:00pm
Lunar New Year arrives February 
17th, 2026! Discover the order 
and meaning behind the Chinese 
menu—from soup and eggrolls to 
stir fry and rice. Learn the story 
behind the fortune cookie and 
gain a new perspective on Chinese 
dining, whether sit-down or take-out. 
Saddle up for the Year of the Horse 
with Chinese food!

 PORTRAYAL OF 
JACKIE KENNEDY

® Monday, February 23, 1:00–3:00pm
Step into the world of Jackie 
Kennedy portrayed by historical 
presenter Michelle Gibbons. Jackie 
herself will guide you through her 
life, revealing the depth of her love 
and devotion to John F. Kennedy and 
their children. She'll offer insights 
into her life both before and after 
John, while also sharing the ever-
evolving world of fashion during her 
time.

PAGE FOUR               
 

 EXERCISE FOR 
TIMELESS EXISTENCE

® Tuesday, February 24, 6:00–7:00pm
Recent research shows certain exercises can 
help manage chronic disease. Terry Thourson, 
a 46-year health and physical education 
teacher, will discuss effective movement and 
resistance training.

 SENIOR GAME DAY
® Mondays, December 15, January 26 & 

February 2, 1:00-3:00pm
Calling all seasoned strategists and game 
enthusiasts! Battle boredom and have fun 
making friends at our open game day for 
seniors. Challenge your competitive spirit!
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AUTHOR CONVERSATIONS

Tune into these special presentations from home on Zoom. Get registration 
links and more info at eisenhowerlibrary.org/conversations.
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This event is made possible by Illinois Libraries Present, a statewide collaboration among public libraries offering high-
quality events. Illinois Libraries Present is funded in part by a grant awarded by the Illinois State Library, a Department of the 
Office of Secretary of State, using funds provided by the U.S. Institute of Museum and Library Services, under the provisions 
of the Library Services and Technology Act (LSTA).

 BRINGING HISTORY TO
LIFE WITH JONATHAN EIG

® Tuesday, January 13, 7:00–8:00pm
Meet journalist and biographer Jonathan Eig on 
Zoom!

Jonathan Eig is the bestselling author of six books 
including his most recent, Pulitzer Prize-winning 
King: A Life. It is the first major biography in decades 
of civil rights icon Martin Luther King Jr. – and the 
first to include recently declassified FBI files. In this 
new portrait of the preacher and activist who shook 
the world, Eig gives us an intimate view of King, who 
masterfully employed peaceful protest in the streets 
but was rarely at peace with himself.  
 
Eig began his writing career at age 16, working for 
his hometown newspaper, The Rockland County 
Journal News. He studied journalism at Northwestern 
University, and went on to work as a reporter for The 
New Orleans Times-Picayune, The Dallas Morning 
News, Chicago Magazine, and The Wall Street Journal.
 
According to his parents, his greatest claim to 
fame is that his name once appeared in a Jeopardy! 
question. Eig lives in Chicago with his wife and 
children and shares office space with the laundry 
machines. 

Mark Bazer will join Jonathan in conversation. The 
host of The Interview Show, Bazer also frequently 
moderates events for Chicago Humanities and is a 
contributing writer for Chicago Magazine.

 STILL AFRAID OF THE DARK:
AN EVENING WITH AUTHOR 
R.L. STINE

® Tuesday, February 24, 7:00–8:45pm
Witty, creepy, and compulsively readable, bestselling 
author R.L. Stine defined horror for a generation of 
young readers. The generation that grew up with the 
Goosebumps franchise may be grown, but Stine keeps 
finding ways to keep us afraid of the dark! Join us with 
The Guinness Book of World Records’ “most prolific author 
of children’s horror novels,” to discuss his illustrious and 
still-expanding body of work. 
 
Best known for the Goosebumps and Fear Street series, 
R.L. Stine has sold over 400 million books worldwide. His 
recent and upcoming works include The Last Sleepover, 
which is the fifth installment in the Goosebumps: House 
of Shivers series; The Graveyard Club, a graphic novel 
illustrated by Carola Borelli; and the second season of 
the Goosebumps reboot TV series.  
 
Becky Spratford, acclaimed horror maven and editor of 
Why I Love Horror: Essays on Horror Literature, will join 
R.L. Stine in conversation.

 IN-PERSON    VIRTUAL     ® REGISTRATION REQUIRED
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COMPUTER CLASSES

 IN-PERSON    VIRTUAL    ® REGISTRATION REQUIRED

COMING SOON
 BEYOND THE PAGE WITH 

PERCIVAL EVERETT

® Thursday, March 19, 7:00pm
Percival Everett is a novelist, 
and professor whose work 
explores race, identity, and 
satire across more than thirty 
books, most recently, James.

 CRISTINA HENRÍQUEZ:
VOICE, CULTURE & 
HUMAN CONNECTION

® Thursday, April 16, 7:00pm
Cristina Henríquez is a 
Panamanian-American 
writer known for The Book of 
Unknown Americans, whose 
work often centers on cross-
cultural experiences.

 BABEL-ON WITH
R.F. KUANG

® Tuesday, May 19 7:00pm
R. F. Kuang is a Chinese-born 
American author of fantasy 
and speculative fiction, 
best known for Babel and 
Yellowface, widely acclaimed 
for her literary ambition and 
sharp social commentary.

 MOBILE DEVICE HELP 
® Tuesday, December 2, 2:00–4:00pm
® Tuesday, January 6, 2:00–4:00pm
® Friday, January 30, 2:00–4:00pm
® Friday, February 13, 2:00–4:00pm
® Monday, February 23, 6:00–8:00pm
Have a phone or tablet and need 
help getting started? Need advanced 
help with an app? Sign up for 
personalized individual help!

 MICROSOFT WORD 
® Monday, December 8, 7:00–8:00pm
Learn the basics of creating and 
saving documents with Microsoft 
Word.

PIVOT TABLES
AND YOU

® Wednesday, January 21, 3:00–4:00pm
Pivot tables calculate, summarize, 
and analyze data in Microsoft Excel. 
Learn how to use them effectively.

 DATA PRIVACY & 
ONLINE SECURITY 
® Wednesday, February 4,

7:00–8:00pm
Explore the topics of data, security, 
and privacy across the internet. Bring 
your questions about topics such 
as creating strong passwords, what 
cookies are, and which ad blocker 
you should consider using.

 BASIC COMPUTER 
LITERACY SERIES

® Tuesdays, February 10, 17 & 24, 
10:00–11:00am

Learn computer skills from the 
ground up. In this three part 
course, learn how to use the mouse, 
keyboard, and the internet.

ONLINE LEARNING

ANCESTRY ONLINE
 eisenhowerlibrary.org/ancestry
Ancestry Library Edition brings you 
the world’s most popular online 
genealogy resource. Unlock the 
story of you with sources like 
censuses, vital records, immigration 
records, family histories, military 
records, court and legal documents, 
directories, photos, maps, and more.

MANGO LANGUAGES 

eisenhowerlibrary.org/mango
Mango Languages’ PhD-created, 
linguist-approved language-
learning software teaches practical 
conversation in over 70 languages.
Learn with fun and engaging 
interactive lessons, including 
English as a Second Language 
courses.
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DISCUSSION GROUPS

Visit eisenhowerlibrary.org to borrow the books, register for in-person meetings, and find links to
join our Zoom video chats. For help, call 708-867-2299 or ask at the Answers Desk.
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 BRING YOUR OWN BOOK CLUB
® Mondays, December 8, January 12 & February 9, 

7:00-8:00 PM
Our BYO Book Club is back! Have a favorite 
book or two (or four) you'd like to share 
with fellow readers and librarians? Join our 
book club to tell us about them and get 
recommendations for books to read next. 

ADULT BOOK DISCUSSION

Our long-running club meets in-person on Tuesdays 
and virtually via Zoom on Wednesday afternoons.

SMALL THINGS LIKE THESE by Claire Keegan

 ® Tuesday, December 2, 2:00-3:00pm (in-person)

 Wednesday, December 3, 2:00-3:00pm (Zoom)

In 1985 Ireland, a merchant uncovers hidden abuses 
and must choose between silence and justice.

THE PERSONAL LIBRARIAN by Marie Benedict

 ® Tuesday, January 6, 2:00-3:00pm (in-person)

 Wednesday, January 7, 2:00-3:00pm (Zoom)

In 1900s New York, a Black woman passing as white 
becomes J.P. Morgan’s secretive librarian.

WHEN THE APRICOTS BLOOM
by Gina Wilkinson

 ® Tuesday, February 3, 2:00-3:00pm (in-person)

 Wednesday, February 4, 2:00-3:00pm (Zoom)

In Saddam-era Baghdad, three women bond amid 
love, loyalty, and the regime’s watchful eye.

CAMPFIRE TALES BOOK CLUB

Escape the ordinary with in-person discussions 
of science fiction, fantasy, and horror novellas.

 RIVER OF TEETH by Sarah Gailey

® Wednesday, January 28, 6:30-7:30pm
In an alternate 19th-century America where 
feral hippos fill the rivers, a band of outlaws 
undertake a dangerous heist on the water. 

 ELDER RACE by Adrian Tchaikovsky

 ® Wednesday, February 25, 6:30–7:30pm
A junior anthropologist on a distant world 
must help the locals he has sworn to study to 
save a planet from an unbeatable foe.

MYSTERY BOOK CLUB

Join us for a monthly book discussion after which the 
authors will answer our questions live via Zoom!

 THE THURSDAY MURDER CLUB
by Richard Osman

® Tuesday, December 16, 7:00-8:00pm
Four retired friends who meet weekly to discuss 
unsolved crimes find themselves in the middle of 
their first live case.

 THE POTTING SHED MURDER
by Emmeline Duncan

® Tuesday, January 27, 7:00–8:00pm
A woman’s fresh start in a Norfolk village unravels 
when a murder in the potting shed forces her to 
uncover long-buried secrets.

 ONE SHARP STITCH by Allie Pleiter

® Tuesday, February 24, 7:00–8:00pm
When Shelby Phillips returns home to run her 
mother’s needlepoint shop, she finds herself 
investigating the death of a former classmate.
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MOVIE SCREENINGS

 ADULT SCALE
MODEL CLUB

Wednesdays, Dec 3, Jan 7 & 
Feb 4, 6:30-7:30pm
Hone your model building 
skills by joining other 
enthusiasts every month. 
Work on your project, 
share tips, and get advice.

 PEN & INK 
WRITERS

Mondays, Dec 15, Jan 26 & 
Feb 23, 7:00-8:30pm
Read your short stories, 
poems, or essays, all 
inspired by a common 
theme. Receive and offer 
positive critique.

 CROCHET & 
KNIT GROUP

® Mondays, Dec 15, Jan 26 & 
Feb 23, 2:00–3:30pm
Jan 8, Feb 12, 6:30-8:00pm

Bring your knitting 
needles or crochet hooks 
for a session of yarn 
projects and conversation.

 YOUTH SCALE 
MODEL CLUB

Weds, Dec 17, Jan 21 & Feb 18, 
6:30-7:30pm Ages 8-17
Learn new skills and 
techniques. Work on 
your own project and get 
advice on making your 
project look it's very best. 

CLUBS & GROUPS

1930 FILM FESTIVAL
In the U.S., copyrights expire 95 years after release—so films
from 1930 enter the public domain in 2026. We’re celebrating 
by screening that year’s best movies.

 ALL QUIET ON THE WESTERN FRONT

® Thursday, January 8, 1:00pm. 2h. 32m.
A young German soldier faces the horrors of World War One, 
losing his innocence on the front lines. 

 THE BIG TRAIL

® Thursday, January 15, 1:00pm. 2h. 5m.
John Wayne plays a frontiersman leading a wagon train 
westward, facing hardship and betrayal along the way.

 ANIMAL CRACKERS

® Thursday, January 29, 1:00pm. 1h. 37m.
The Marx Brothers cause chaos at a high-society party while 
trying to recover a stolen painting.

 THE BLUE ANGEL

® Thursday, February 5, 1:00pm. 1h. 44m.
A stern professor falls for a cabaret singer (Marlene Dietrich) 
leading to his tragic downfall.

 ANNA CHRISTIE

® Thursday, February 19, 1:00pm. 1h. 29m.
Greta Garbo stars as a young woman who reunites with her
father and falls for a sailor while hiding a dark past.

  MURDER!

® Thursday, February 26, 1:00pm. 1h. 32m.
In this early Hitchcock talkie, a juror doubts a woman’s guilt after 
a murder trial and sets out to uncover the truth.

JAMES DEAN: REBEL FOREVER
Three timeless films, one unforgettable star.
Celebrate James Dean’s brief but blazing career 
in this special series of film screenings on the 
Library's big screen.

 EAST OF EDEN

® Thursday, December 4, 1:00pm. 1955. PG.115m.

Dean’s debut as Cal Trask, a young man 
caught between moral duty and a longing for his 
father’s love. 

 REBEL WITHOUT A CAUSE

® Thursday, December 11, 1:00pm. 1955. PG-13. 111m.

Dean’s defining role as Jim Stark, a restless teen 
searching for belonging in a world that doesn’t 
understand him. A landmark portrait of youth and 
rebellion.

 
 GIANT

® Thursday, December 18, 1:00pm. 1956. Rated G. 201m.

Dean’s final role as Jett Rink, a ranch hand whose 
rise to power reshapes Texas. An epic saga of love, 
rivalry, and the changing American dream.



 READING 
WITH THE DOGS

® Dec. 1, Jan. 5, & Feb. 2, 6:00pm.  
Ages 5-12 with an adult

Book an appointment to read to a
dog from Rainbow Animal Assisted
Therapy! This is a great opportunity 
for young readers to practice their 
reading skills. Please only register 
for one 15 minute session per 
person.

 COOL KIDS 
COMIC CLUB

® Dec. 4, Jan. 8, & Feb. 5, 5:00pm. 
Grades 3–6

Calling all graphic novel fans! Want 
to eat snacks and talk graphic novels 
with your fellow comic enthusiasts? 
Stop by the Library Services desk 
to pick up a copy of each month’s 
book to read beforehand and join 
us Thursday evening for discussion, 
activities, and fun!

 PUNCH NEEDLE 
ORNAMENTS

® December 6, 10:30am. Ages 8-12
Calling all aspiring fabric artists! 
Try your hand at punch needling 
in this guided tutorial. Participants 
will have the opportunity to create a 
winter themed creation of their own. 

 BOOKMARK      		
    MAKING
® December 8, 6:00pm. 

Ages 6-12. Ages 7 & under with an adult
Create unique handmade 
bookmarks out of recycled 
paper scraps using traditional 
papermaking techniques! The 
bookmarks will need to dry 
overnight, so plan to pick them up 
the following day. 

 U MAKE: BABY      
SEAL PLUSHY

® December 10, 6:00pm. Ages 7-12
Make a cute baby seal plushy to add 
to your winter decor.

 POKÉMON CLUB
® Dec. 11, Jan. 15, & Feb. 12, 6:30pm. 

Ages 5-12. 7 & under with an adult
Are you a fan of Pokémon? Meet 
other trainers and show off your 
favorite Pokémon! Each session will 
have new activities themed around 
everyone’s favorite pocket monsters!

 PEN & PAPER 
TABLE TOP 
ADVENTURE

® Dec. 13 & Jan. 24, 10:00am. Ages 7-12
Grab your pencils and dice! We are 
going on an adventure without even 
leaving the library! Each session will 
be a different bite size story in these 
Dungeons and Dragons adventures. 

 KIDS CRAFT CLUB
® Dec. 16, Jan. 13, & Feb. 10, 6:00pm. 

Ages 6-12. 7 & under with an adult
Make some simple crafts and be 
social with other creative people! 
Each session we will make 
something new and have fun things 
to talk about! 

 SENSORY 
PLAYTIME

Dec. 19, Jan. 17, & Feb. 13, 11:00am. 
Ages 0-5 with an adult
Dive into a variety of squishy, 
crunchy, smooth, and colorful 
experiences designed to stimulate 
young minds, develop motor skills, 
and encourage exploration. This 
program is sure to be a little messy 
(and fun!) so wear clothes you don’t 
mind getting dirty!

 DIY WINTER   
GNOMES

® December 20, 10:00am. 
Ages 4-12. 7 & under with an adult

Get ready for some cozy, crafty fun!  
Gnomes bring a touch of winter 
wonder to any home. Get ready to 
craft some gnome-tastic decoration.

 WRECK YOUR 		
    JOURNAL
® December 22, 3:00pm. Grades 4-6
Want to keep a journal or diary but 
just can’t seem too? RIP IT! TEAR IT! 
WRECK IT! Try this creative way of 
journaling and leave with some fun 
prompts to promote mental health.  

 LEGO DAY
® Dec. 27, Jan. 31, & Feb. 28, 

10:00am. Ages 4-7 with an adult
Using the Library's Lego brick 
collection, let's have fun building 
a display for the Kids World 
department.

PAGE NINE

KIDS WORLD

Registration begins on  November 3rd. Priority for Kids World programs goes to residents of Norridge and 
Harwood Heights. Others will be placed on the waiting list and contacted if there is room in the program.

 IN-PERSON    DROP IN OR TAKE HOME     ® REGISTRATION REQUIRED
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 LET’S PLAY: PICTURE THIS?
® December 30, 2:00pm. Grades 3-6
In this game, beat out the other teams in guessing the 
drawn image and solving picture riddles to earn points.

 NOON YEAR'S EVE
® January 2, 11:00am. Ages 0-5 with an adult
Can’t make it to midnight? Come to the library to count 
down to the new year. Stay until noon for a balloon drop!

 U MAKE: FLOWERING TREE  	   	
    PAINTING
® January 12, 5:00pm. Ages 4-12. 7 & under with an adult
Paint a giant tree in full bloom to celebrate spring coming 
soon.

 COLOR BY NUMBER: POSTER ART
February 1-28.  Ages 12 & under

Color pixel by pixel to create the hidden art poster in a 
month. Drop in to pick up a kit at the Kids desk starting 
February 1st. While supplies last.

 MAD HATTERS: STORYTIME
® February, 7, 11:00am. Ages 12 & under. 7 & under with an adult
You're invited to join the Mad Hatters for storytime! The 
Junior League of Chicago Mad Hatters is a storytelling 
troupe that promotes literacy through a lively 30 minute 
interactive storytime for children.

 EISENHOWER'S FORMAL BALL
® February 14, 2:00pm. Ages 12 & under. 7 & under with an adult
In honor of Valentines Day, your family is cordially invited 
to the Eisenhower Formal Ball. We’ll dance the hour away 
in our best dress, so be sure to RSVP!

 U MAKE: SNOWY OWL PAINTING
® February 23, 5:00pm. Ages 4-12. 7 & under with an adult
Paint a winter scene featuring a magnificent snowy owl.

STORYTIME
Weekly Storytimes
During January & February we offer drop-in 
Storytime. For drop-in Storytimes, sign in will 
begin 15 minutes before the session starts. 
For information and schedules call 
708-867-2298 or visit us online at 
eisenhowerlibrary.org/storytime.

Storytime with the Language Labs
 POLISH STORYTIME
® January 20 & February 17, 6:00pm. 

Ages 12 & under with an adult

 BILINGUAL
SPANISH STORYTIME

® January 27 & February 24, 6:00pm.
Ages 12 & under with an adult

 BILINGUAL
UKRAINIAN STORYTIME

® Januray 29 & February 26, 6:00pm.
Ages 12 & under with an adult

Battle of the Books
Battle of the Books challenges students in
4th through 6th grades to become familiar
with literature in a competition. See your
school's Battle Coach to sign up.

Battle Schedule 
 Practice Battle: January 28, 4:00pm
 Battle 1: February 4, 4:00pm.
 Battle 2: February 11, 4:00pm
 Battle 3: February 18, 4:00pm
 Battle 4: February 25, 4:00pm
 Battle 5: March 4, 4:00pm
 Award Ceremony: March 18, 4:00pm



 COFFEE AND CRAFTS
® Wednesday, December 3, January 7 &  February 4,

10:00-11:30am. Ages 18 & up
Take some time to explore your creative 

side with a variety of art supplies, a 
featured craft, or bring a work in 

progress. Come for coffee or tea 
and stay for fun and conversation!

 3D PRINTER
® Tuesday, December 9

 6:00–8:30pm
® Friday, January 16,

3:00–4:30pm
® Saturday, February 21, 
3:00–4:30pm. Ages 16 & up

This class covers the basics
of 3D printing. You will learn 

to create a design using 
Tinkercad and watch the 3D 

printer in action.

 SEWING MACHINE BASICS
® Monday, January 5, 2:00–4:00pm. 

Thursday, February 12, 10:00am–12:00pm Ages 13 & up
Learn the basics of operating a sewing machine: 
threading a needle, winding the bobbin, and selecting 
different stitches. Time will be available to practice.

 LED NIGHTLIGHT 
® Monday, January 12,

2:00–4:00pm 
Wednesday, January 14, 
9:00–11:00am
Thursday, February 5,
6:00–8:00pm. Ages 13 & up

Explore the art of laser 
cutting when we make a 

uniquely designed acrylic 
night light. An included 

lighted base will illuminate 
your fun design.

PAGE ELEVEN

THE WORKSHOP

Our Workshop is a space dedicated to creativity. It houses a collection of tools that make it an art studio for 
the entire community! For repeating classes, please sign up for only one session.
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 IN-PERSON    VIRTUAL     ® REGISTRATION REQUIRED

 

OPEN 
STUDIO HOURS

Monday: 6:30-8:30pm
Tuesday-Friday: 1:00-4:30pm

Saturday: 9:00am-4:30pm
Sunday: 1:00-4:30pm

Drop in during Open Workshop hours 
to embark on a creative endeavor. Use a 
sewing or embroidery machine, try out a 
3D printer or laser cutter, convert a tape 

or record to a digital format, make 
a button, or ask for a tour of 

everything the Workshop 
has to offer.

l Sublimation printer
l VHS/vinyl/slide/negative/8mm/Super 8mm to 

digital conversion
l Photo scanner
l American Button Machines button & magnet makers

 INDIVIDUAL WORKSHOP
APPOINTMENTS

Can’t make one of our classes, but you would like to learn to use one of the pieces of equipment in the Workshop? 
Schedule a one hour appointment with one of our talented Workshop staff! Call 708-867-2294 and leave a message 
or email workshop@eisenhowerpld.org. We will get back to you as soon as possible to set up an individual 
appointment based on the availability of Workshop staff.

Learn to use the following equipment:
l Glowforge laser cutter
l 3D printers
l Cricut Maker 4 or Cricut Joy cutting machines
l Sewing machines
l Embroidery machines

Visit eisenhowerlibrary.org/workshop for more information of what the Workshop has to offer.



VIRTUAL CROCHET ALONGS
Join us on Zoom every Wednesday afternoon to 
share your progress on our monthly project or any 
other crochet project you're currently working on.

 TUNISIAN TREE GARLAND

Wednesdays, December 3, 10 & 17, 3:00-4:30pm
 BOHO COZY WRAP

Wednesdays, January 7, 14, 21 & 28, 3:00–4:30pm
 VALENTINE GNOME

Wednesdays, February 4, 11, 18 & 25, 3:00–4:30pm

PAGE TWELVE

ARTS & CRAFTS

 IN-PERSON CROCHET:
TUNISIAN EAR WARMER
® Monday, December 8, 6:00–7:30pm

Learn Tunisian crochet and use those skills to 
create an ear warmer. All materials will be provided.  

 MIXED MEDIA
COLLAGE WORKSHOPS
® Monday, January 12, 6:30–8:30pm

Monday, February 9, 6:30–8:30pm
Explore the art of collage by using various 
textures and design elements and walk away 
with a finished canvas collage and a broader 
understanding of collage-making.

 KNITTING 101: THE BASICS 
® Thursdays, January 8 & 15, 10:00am–12:00pm. Ages 16 & up 
In this two week class for the person who has never 
held needles before, learn the basics and come 
away with a 7"x7" decorative square. All materials 
will be provided.

 KNITTING 201: CABLE KNITTING 
® Thursday, February 19, 10:00am–12:00pm. Ages 16 & up 
Ready to go beyond the basics? Learn how to knit 
cables—the braids and twists that give texture 
to classic patterns. This class is for those who’ve 
completed Knitting 101 or already know how to knit, 
purl, and read simple patterns.

 CROCHET & KNIT GROUP
See Page eight

 IN-PERSON   VIRTUAL   ® REGISTRATION

PAGE TWELVE

TEEN EVENTS

 ANONYMOUS YOUNG
ADULT WRITERS
Every Thursday, 4:00–5:30pm.

Writers in high school and college are invited 
to join in on a weekly hour and a half of socializing, 
discussion, and writing! Share your work in a supportive 
space or listen to others. 

 HOMEWORK CAFE
Every Wednesday, January 7-February 25. Ages 13-18

Drop into the Library every Wednesday afternoon this 
winter to enjoy hot chocolate or tea while working on your 
homework in the Teen Space.

 JACKBOX GAMING
® Wednesday, January 7, 4:00–5:00pm. Ages 13-18

Bring your phone or tablet and a sense of humor for an 
afternoon of quirky video party games. We’ll host the 
games on our projector screen. Bring your friends or 
make some new ones!

 TEEN RUBBER DUCKY
COSPLAY CHALLENGE
® February 07-14, 2026. Ages 13-18

Show off your creativity by transforming an ordinary 
rubber duck into a costumed masterpiece! Pick up a duck 
at the Answers Desk starting February 7th and return your 
creation by 4:00pm on February 14th. The most creative 
cosplay duck (and its designer) will win a prize!

 WINTER WOODS
WALK FOR TEENS
® Sunday, February 22,2:00–3:00pm. Ages 13-18

The woods are beautiful in the winter. Join us for a trail 
                                                    walk near the Library. We'll
                                                             provide hot chocolate
                                                                 and a disposable
                                                                     camera (your pics 
                                                                        will be displayed in          
                                                                        the Teen Space.) Be 

sure to wear boots,
jackets, hats, and

gloves. Parental                           
                                                    permission slip

required.                               
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PAGE THIRTEEN

SOCIAL SERVICES

Eisenhower's Social Services team is here 
to help with short-term case management 
or refering you to outside organizations. 
We have access to a wide network 
of resources, including the Seniors 
Assistance Center, Housing Forward, the 
Salvation Army, Central Baptist Village, 
and others.

Residents of Norridge and Harwood 
Heights can make an appointment once a 
week by calling 708-867-2293. Anyone can 
receive walk-in assistance based on the 
availability of the Social Services Staff.

Some things we can help with include:

l Care Kits
l Employment and Resume Assistance
l Social Security and Senior Services
l Housing and Food Insecurity
l LGBTQIA+ Support
l Crisis Management
l Parenting and Childcare
l Mental Health Assistance
l Substance Abuse Resources
l Immigration Support

SOCIAL SERVICES EVENTS

 IN-PERSON    VIRTUAL     ® REGISTRATION REQUIRED

 MENTAL MONSTERS:
TAME YOUR HOLIDAYS

® Tuesday, December 2, 6:00–7:00pm
The holidays can bring joy—but also stress, 
anxiety, and overwhelming expectations. Join our 
Social Services team for an open and supportive 
conversation about the emotional challenges many 
people face during the holiday season. Learn practical 
strategies to manage holiday-related depression, 
reduce stress, and set healthy boundaries. Whether 
you're navigating grief, family dynamics, financial 
pressures, or just feeling the weight of the season, this 
event offers tools to help you take care of your mental 
well-being and reclaim some peace.

 GIFT WRAPPING
December 13, 2025, 10:00am-4:00pm 
December 14, 2025, 2:00-5:00pm

Get your presents wrapped and ready for the 
holidays! Our Social Services Team will beautifully 
wrap up to five gifts per person in exchange for a 
$3.00–$5.00 suggested donation. All proceeds support 
Norwood Community Connections, a burgeoning 
cooperative project between representatives from 
governmental bodies, special districts, and non-profit 
organizations in Norridge and Harwood Heights 
providing programs and services to the community 
related to social and mental health and wellness.

 ART THERAPY FOR YOUR HEAD 
® Monday, January 12, 2:00–3:00pm
Join us for a workshop that will free your brain with 
squiggles, color, and your imagination.

 CAREGIVER CAFE 
® Friday, January 16, 2:00–3:00pm

Friday, February 13, 2:00–3:00pm
If you're a caregiver for another adult please join us 
for an afternoon of socializing and crafts. Feel free 
to bring the person you're caring for, or come by 
yourself for an hour of relaxation and community.

 BEAT THE WINTER BLUES
WITH PAINTS & PLANTS

® Thursday, February 5, 6:00–7:00pm
Join the Eisenhower Social Services team to paint pots 
for succulents for your winter blues. Pots, paint and 
plants will be supplied.
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HOME DELIVERY & MORE

HOME DELIVERY & 
CURBSIDE PICKUP
As we move into the winter months we thought you 
might like a reminder that we still offer Curbside 
Pickup and Home Delivery. These services let you 
keep borrowing from the Library without having to 
brave the winter weather. 

To request pickup or delivery, place holds on 
books, movies, or other items as you normally 
would, either in the Library’s online catalog or for 
quicker service, by calling 708-867-7828.

Once you have received notification that your 
items are ready, either give as call to let us know 
you'd like them delivered (Norridge and Harwood 
Heights residents only) or call from our parking lot 
and we'll bring your items right out.

You'll have books to read or movies to watch and 
you might not even have to put your coat on!

HOMEBOUND DELIVERY
In addition to our Home Delivery service, we also 
offer enhanced delivery service to those living 
within the boundaries of Norridge and Harwood 
Heights who are unable to visit the Library due to 
illness, age, disability, or other circumstances.

To arrange for home delivery, call 708-867-7828 and 
ask to speak with our Home Delivery Coordinator. 
We'll help pick titles and arrange delivery times 
convenient to you.

CREATIVEBUG
eisenhowerlibrary.org/creativebug
On-demand access to 
expert instruction in 
drawing, painting, sewing, 
knitting, crocheting, 
quilting, baking, and 
more. With new video 
classes added daily, you’ll 
never run out of amazing 
things to make!

TUTOR.COM
eisenhowerlibrary.org/tutor
Students get free 
homework help from a 
live online tutor and more.

Job seekers get live, one-
on-one assistance with 
finding job openings, 
preparing for an 
interview, and writing 
resumes and cover letters.

MUSEUM PASSES
eisenhowerlibrary.org/museums
Residents of Norridge and Harwood Heights with current Eisenhower Library 
cards can take advantage of free or discounted admission to participating 
cultural destinations in Illinois and the Chicago area. 

Museum Adventure Passes offer discounts at the Brookfield Zoo, Cantigny 
Park, the Chicago Botanic Garden, and more. For a list of participating 
museums visit museumadventure.org. Passes are available on a first come, 
first served basis at the Library Services Desk.

The Explore More Illinois program provides discount at museums, park 
districts, historical societies, performing and visual arts centers, and other 
attractions throughout the state. Visit exploremore.quipugroup.net to reserve 
your passes online.

Art Institute and Kohl Children’s 
Museum passes are available as 
part of our special collections. 
They offer free entry into these 
museums for up to four visitors. You 
can borrow and/or place a hold on 
these passes just like you would a 
book or movie. 

Discover the other items available 
in our Special Collections at 
eisenhowerlibrary.org/special-
collections 
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SWAN LIBRARIES+
 eisenhowerlibrary.org/swan-libraries
With the SWAN Libraries+ App 
you can access your Library 
from your Apple or Android 
device. Provided by SWAN, the 
consortium of Illinois libraries of 
which Eisenhower is a member, 
the app allows you to connect to 
your library on the go. Manage 
your checkouts, fines, and family 
cards. Search for items in the 
library catalog and place holds 
for pickup. 

THE LIBBY APP
 eisenhowerlibrary.org/libby
Best-selling authors. New 
release titles. Classics and 
crowd-pleasers. Borrow ebooks, 
digital audiobooks, magazines, 
and more, anywhere, anytime 
with your mobile device and 
Eisenhower card. No mobile 
device? Read on your computer’s 
browser at LibbyApp.com. 

HOOPLA DIGITAL
 eisenhowerlibrary.org/hoopla
Stream or download thousands 
of movies, TV shows, music, 
audiobooks, ebooks, and comics 
on your computer or mobile 
device.

And don't forget Hoopla 
BingePasses offering access to 
even more great content from 
sites like Curiosity Stream.
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