The truth is...we gather on the Third Monday of each month (except for January and
February when we gather on the 4™ Monday) to practice our writing skills. We listen
and share in each other’s work. We are small in number and our commitment is
strictly to produce and foster creativity among our members.

We started in July 1999 and consist of adults that enjoy writing memoirs,
commentaries, essays, poems, and/or prose. Our simple method each month is to use a
pre-selected word or phrase as the basis of a story, an idea, an opinion, a derivative of,
or an implied essence of and write a document of no more than 1000 words
(approximately 2 pages). We share our stories, comment, and in that way build up our
writing skills through practice and presentation. The atmosphere is friendly and
supportive, and the feedback is gentle.

Curious? Always wanted to try writing for fun, entertainment, or even profit? Come

visit with us at any of our open meetings. Bring a sample of your work. Sit in and see
what we do. If you like it, join us every month and become a member. Contact Nancy
at nestewart@ameritech.net for information.

Original Works by Members of the Pen & Ink Writers’ Group
© 1999 - 2026 Pen & Ink Writers’ Group
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Phrase: Just Like That...

Haiku
By Carol Karvon

I saw Santa Claus
And then just like that he winked
What a happy sight

My thoughts were all sad
Then I saw a shooting star
Just like that I smiled

Yule time is special
Kids sledding in new snow

Waiting for Santa

HiH


mailto:nestewart@ameritech.net

Just Like That...
By Pauline Bastek

Driving with my granddaughter to brunch yesterday after church, I remembered that I had two
shopping bags filled with shoes that I knew I would never wear and this was an excellent
opportunity to donate them to the St. Vincent Thrift Shop which was on the way to our favorite
breakfast spot, Dappers on Lake Street in Addison, where my daughter-in-law would be meeting us.
I asked Veronica to turn off at the next light and we could dispose of them. Since the store would be
opening and no shoppers would be filling up the parking area in the rear of the building. She parked
and was getting the bags out of the trunk as I glanced in the window. Surprised that they had a large
window in the rear of the store, but them realized that it was an excellent ploy to get people who
were donating items to possibly spot an item they might want to purchase. Smart merchandising, I
thought. And just like that, I saw it.

A pale green bonnet hair dryer, right out of the sixties. Suddenly I was back at Aldens Department
Store on Grand and Harlem in Elmwood Park in the beauty shop watching a demonstration by a

uniformed hairdresser of the simplicity of touching up the color of your hair in the privacy of your
home at your convenience and sitting under your own dryer, courtesy of the Sunbeam Corporation.

A victim was sitting by the sink with a cap covering her head which seemed to be filled with suds.
An assistant was removing the cap and bending her head backwards into the sink and rinsing it off.
We could only see the towel being removed and just like that we gazed at a wet head of hair being
combed prior to being rolled up on large stiff rollers and dried under the mint green Sunbeam dryer
just like the one in the thrift shop window.

But this was not to be. We in the audience stared at a wet head that was a startling shade of green,
the green of seaweed. The victim, what else could we call her was losing her smile as she saw the
horror on our faces.

The demonstrator seemed to be looking for an exit, but before she could make her escape a store
manager appeared as the victim looked in the mirror and screamed.

Needless to say, no bonnet hair dryers were sold that day. We were all quickly ushered out of the
salon which was closed for the duration. When it reopened a month or so later, it only provided
haircuts.

We found out later, that the model did not tell the truth when questioned about her hair being
naturally blonde. She had been using an ammonia-based rinse which reacted chemically with the
tint used by the demonstrator resulting in the seaweed green shade.

This was the sixties and our prime source of news was the Elm Leaves weekly newspaper and the
suburban section of the Chicago Tribune. No mention of the incident ever appeared.



When Veronica returned, I pointed out the dryer and asked her if she knew what it was, She didn’t.
We were seated at Dappers and enjoying our brunch and I asked my daughter-in-law, Sue, if her
mother had a Sunbeam bonnet hair dryer. She smiled and said that everyone she knew had one. I
told her that there was one in the window of the thrift shop, but the rear window not the front
window and shared the story.

Veronica said with a smile that thrift shopping was fun and Sue said she enjoyed it as well. 1 don’t
enjoy thrift shopping as it brings back so many memories of a happier time or was it just such a
different time.
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Word/Emotions - Towards a Grammar of Feeling
By Solomon Whitaker

It is well known that words and concepts reside in the brain and nerves. Emotions
reside in the brain and nerves as well. Can I suggest that what I call ‘word/emotions’
exist? The brain after all is a nervous tissue, coevolved with language.

Therefore, I am suggesting that words do share tiny hugs with emotions. If [ might go
a little further, I am suggesting perhaps this is more granular than we think. Perhaps
there are emotions hugging almost EVERY word! Most are benign, some are not! If
yell at you, I have just blasted you with word/emotion! If I tell you that you are
beautiful, I have just shared positive ones.

In certain ways we are lost to what other people think or feel. This must be
remembered often.

It is true that sentences carry real power.

(One thing I found that helps during trauma involving words is compartmentalization.
Like disruptive kids, separate the word/emotions. It is smart to begin healing them
after they have quieted.)

To this point it is a responsibility of people who use language that they help heal
words (word/emotions) with tiny medicines, for themselves and for others.

It is true that individuals differ in what word might pair with what emotion, what
happiness, what anxiety, what degree of each. So I suggest sensitivity. I suggest we
heal each other. And though we may not know what words to use, they often are a
very good start.
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Sheltered from the Storm
By N. Stewart

It happened on a warm July day. Jeff, my husband, works away from home for weeks at
a time. The girls and I go up north to our summer home, spending time enjoying the
quietness and uncomplicatedness of nature. The area is rural but not isolated. The log
cabin is bare minimum but comfortable and built ground level with no basement for
shelter. The area is wooded with the lake practically at our front door. The girls,
Charlotte, or Charlie as she prefers and Annie were 11 and 8 when it happened.

It started out as a beautiful sunshiny afternoon. The girls were down by the lake,
swimming or playing in the sand at the beach. The birds had stopped singing, but it
took me a few minutes to realize it. Molly, our dog, became restless and paced, wanting
to go outside. The light breeze coming off the lake died straightaway and a strange
stillness engulfed the area. A greenish aura cast itself over the entire area. The
temperature dropped substantially.

When summering where we are located, it is necessary to stay prepared for unusual
weather events, disasters, and potential catastrophes. The town warning system siren
went off at the same time my cell phone did with the “watch” announcement for a
possible tornado. A few minutes later, the “warning” announcement came. A tornado
had touched down in the area and it was time to take cover.

I called to the girls and they immediately stopped what they were doing and came into
the house. The girls had heard the warning siren and knew what was required as they
headed to the house.

The wind began to pick up in intensity and the trees and bushes gyrated, spewing
leaves, branches and dirt into the air. The first drops of rain started.

The house and roof were constructed to withstand extreme weather conditions such as
tornadic high winds. There are many windows in each of the rooms of the house and the
safest place is the central room of the cabin. Charlie gathered blankets and pillows,
placing them under the huge solid oak dining room table located in the center of the
main room. She turned the heavy chairs outward to provide more space for us
underneath the table. Annie went for the flashlights, cell phones, chargers and raided the
kitchen cabinets for snacks and dog cookies, and, dragging the water bottles went under
the table. I turned on the weather channel, filled a bucket or two with water, placing
them in the bathroom and kitchen, got the first aid kit, playing cards, matches, candles
and the 12-volt battery charger, then joined the girls and Molly under the table. We set
up our safety area as the rain began smashing against the windows and the house started
to shudder from the violent winds striking it.

The siren went off again with a longer blast this time. The thunderstorm driven tornado
was moving ever-closer. The girls hugged me. I put my arms around them. The wind
howled and the trees groaned and the rain continued to pelt the windows. Even though it



was afternoon, darkness invaded the interior of the house. We felt more or less safe and
attempted to get comfortable for however long it would be before the storm ended.
Annie dealt cards out for Crazy Eights. The house lights flickered several times. We
heard an explosion in the distance and all the house lights along with the weather
channel went out. We turned on a light using the battery charger. On we played cards
while the outside noises continued around us and the

darkness deepened.

Then, a loud crack, a pause while we held our breaths, and an earth-shaking thump
occurred as a felled tree landed nearby. I looked up to make sure that the roof was still
over our heads. It was. We remained sheltered from the storm.

Suddenly, everything became very quiet and still. Annie was antsy and wanted to roam
the house and investigate. I stopped her, explaining that we were in the eye of the storm
and more would follow. The storm’s intensity began anew and it again ravaged the area.
There was another crack, an earth-shattering thump, and yet a third thump. I could see
fear in their eyes. Safe was where we were. We needed to stay put. All I could do was
hug them, use calming words, and wait it out.

When the birdsong began, the wind had slowed, the rain had lessened and the all-clear
siren had sounded. We felt relief. We crawled out of our manmade cave and started to
investigate our surroundings. All was in order inside the house: no broken windows, no
leaks, the roof remained intact. The only problem was that we didn’t have electricity.
We had dealt with that issue many times before and it was the least of worries. On the
outside, we could see several trees on our property had been knocked down, split or
topped with one landing on our power wires. A call to the power company would fix the
electric lines and a call to the tree experts would remove the downed trees. We were all
safe and that was all that mattered.

As with the snap of fingers... just like that...the bright sun came out, the air temperature
rose, the rain stopped and the wind died. It was as if the storm had never happened. We
stood in awe of the power that Mother Nature yields when changing, sweeping, or
cleaning her domain and at the same time we stood in awe of her ability to humble us
humans.

Life returned to normal and though the tornado experience was never forgotten it faded
over time, and the girls and I continued to enjoy our summer adventures in the log cabin

in the north woods.
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Knightblade: Ireland
By Mark Moe

Dante awoke to the sound of the first cell phone going off and then another one. Lance and

Schnee each tried to grab their individual phones to see who was calling early in the morning.
Schnee managed to check the caller ID on her cell first and said, “It’s Professor Plum. I think he got
worried that we did not call him back last night.”

Dante still in a drunken stupor asked, “You are friends with a talking fruit? You guys must be
popular besides having Knightblades attached to your arms.”

Lance laughed and responded, “This is Professor Plum. He is a guy that is helping us, not fruit, but
he is a little on the round side. I will call him back an introduce you.”

Lance returned the call and put it on the speakerphone. Professor Plum said, “Lance, my dear boy,
were you successful in finding the next Knightblade? I became concerned when I did not hear back

from you and Miss Weiss.”

Before Lance could respond, Dante yelled into the phone, “Hello Professor Plum!” in his heavy
Italian accent. Unfazed Professor Plum asked, “What is your name, good sir?”

“Dante Fratelli and if you are wondering which “Knight” I have bonded to me, it is Galahad”
He responded, “A pleasure. Tell me, did you three run into any trouble last night?”’
Lance answered, “Just the drinking and dancing kind. No repeat of Germany.”

Professor Plum sounded relieved as he said, “Good. I will wait for you guys here. Do you happen to
know where to go next?”

Lancelot responded, “Set course for Brittania’s neighbor, Ireland. We will be back at the jet in short
order.”

Once all three were back on the jet, they were able to take off with a minimum wait. During the
seven-hour flight, Professor Plum asked Dante, “How did you end up with the Knightblade on his
left forearm?”’

Dante answered, “It is a relic that has been in my family for many years. My grandfather had it

in an old wooden chest. I inherited the chest and its contents when he died. One night after drinking
a lot, I decided to go through the chest. I found the Knightblade and the symbols started to glow
royal blue when I picked it up. Then I blacked out and awoke with it on my arm.”

“Have you activated it?”

He responded, “No, but [ now see and hear Galahad as a blue ghost in my mind. He talks nonstop
about anything and everything. Thankfully, he lets me sleep in peace.”



Lancelot and Tristan laughed and exclaimed in unison, “That is Galahad for you!”
A text message from the pilot to Professor Plum interrupted their conversation.

“We will be landing in Northern Ireland shortly. I assume all three of you are going to locate the
next “blade” together,” asked Professor Plum.

Galahad said, “My brother Knights, Lancelot, and Tristan will go. I have already listed my
conditions for helping.”

“Fair enough, Lancelot and Tristan happy hunting. Galahad are you staying on the jet when we
land?”

He replied, “I might go exploring, but I will make sure I am back when they find our next brother
Knight.”

Once they landed, Schnee and Vance went in one direction, while Dante went the opposite way.
Lancelot’s vision showed a young, twenty-something woman with long, red curls working as a
bartender at Sean’s Bar. She stood above average height with piercing blue eyes. She is wearing

an emerald, green sweater with a black Sean’s Bar apron over it, blue jeans and brown
Birkenstocks. The bar was busy, and the young redhead was running back and forth and looked like
a female version of Tom Cruise pouring specialty drinks from the movie Cocktails. Lance and
Schnee waited for an open table and ordered a few drinks.

“I don’t think she will have a chance to talk until it slows down,” Lance told Schnee.

“I agree.”

Unbeknownst to the patrons of the bar, this neighborhood would become a battle zone between the
two largest Irish gangs. The raucous sounds of bullets and explosions rang out over the loud bar
atmosphere. People began to flee, and Schnee grabbed her phone to call Dante.

“We are under fire at the bar. Please call Professor Plum and we can use your help.”

Dante replied, “I am near Sean’s Bar. See you in a few minutes.”

They looked over to see the bartender hiding behind the bar. Lancelot ran his two fingers down the
blade and said, “I am Lancelot” and transformed. Tristan did the same, and the two silver Knights
ran outside to join the fray. Magical electric blue and neon pink sword slashes flashed back and
forth. Enemies on both sides were cut down, but the combatants made no sign of stopping their

violence against each other. Within a few minutes, Dante showed up to assess the situation.

Lancelot saw him and yelled, “Go inside and protect the redhead behind the bar!”



Galahad responded, “I said I would not help, but I can do that much, but not as my host. I am
Galahad!” And “Just like that...” another silver Knight appeared, unsheathed his long sword and
went into the bar.

“As if things were not bad enough with the sounds of a warzone going on outside, now I have to
deal with some crazed fool dressed as a medieval Knight,” Eileen thought to herself.

“Maybe he will not see me! Crap, he is walking right towards me!”

Then the Knight stopped short of her location and exclaimed boldly, “Never fear, fair maiden,
because I am here! I am an ally, and I will keep you safe from harm! My brother
Knights are handling the conflict outside these walls.”

“Brother Knights that carry swords like you? Against firearms and Molotov cocktails?” She asked
incredulously.

“Just wait and see. If you listen, the sounds of war are diminishing and not just because of the battle
moving away from our location,” he replied.

“Who are you?”

“I am Sir Galahad, a Knight of the Round Table. And who are you fair maiden? What is your
name?” The Knight replied.

“My name is Eileen O’Connor,” Eileen answered.
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More than Facts
By Dennis P. Johnson

They passed the Social Security Act in 1935. In 1937 they started taking payroll deductions from
my grandfather's paycheck. At 65 he started collecting Social Security "It was just like that!" In
1970, President Nixon promised a young G.I. that he would be home from Vietnam by the end of
the year. And he did come home to stay. "It was just like that!"

In 1908 my grandfather, my mom's father, was just outside West Side Grounds and a World Series
game. He was 9 years old and they let the kids into the park in the 8th inning to see the Cubs play.
"It was just like that!"

In 1921 that same grandfather would come back to the U.S. and become a citizen and his name was
inscribed on a memorial at Ellis Island. He came as a boy in the early 1900's He left and he came
back as a veteran of the Italian Army in 1921, in1926 he married my grandmother. "It was just like
that!"



On the other side of my family, my Irish grandmother was the last to immigrate to the U.S. from
Manchester, England. She came on the ship Ohio in 1895 at the age of 9 and landed in
Philadelphia. She got married in 1909 and had 7 surviving children. "It was just like that!" In
Feb.1943 my dad was drafted into the U.S. Army. By November he was in England. My
grandmother told my dad to get her birth certificate while he was there and of which he did. He
travelled from Bristol to Manchester, actually Radcliffe, and he obtained it from the Irish priest. "It
was just like that!"

Well, it's not just like that. All these facts about my family can be expanded upon and some to great
lengths. The importance of these things? Finding the truth about ourselves and where and who we
came from. For example, where is my dad after D-Day? Nobody in my family knew about this. My
Irish grandmother's birth certificate was the key. For on it is the signature of the Irish priest and it's
dated Oct. 23, 1944.1 know now that he wasn't in France until after that date.

Some people go through their whole lives never considering the history of their families. A lot of
them live happy and well-adjusted lives. It doesn't matter to them. And many do not. What's your
opinion? And "It's just like that!"
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Just like that!
By Anna R Young

Just like that, the tide can turn for better or worse! Plans go awry, something or somebody comes
your way and unbeknownst to you, hits you in the gut with such blinding force of BS, it rocks you
and your world! Ain't that life y'all! The unsuspecting! The unexpected! A sweet taste made to go
sour! Leaving a bitter taste in our mouths! Sometimes I'm like a lady-in-waiting. Crying for help
that never comes!

Just like that, once in awhile the grandiosity of JOY comes our way! Though momentary, as is all of
life, how warm the sound of laughter spreads throughout our bodies! The corner of our mouths
upturned instead of down! Smiling from ear to ear! Opening our hearts with the loud boisterous
tones of our voices!

Just like that, a large percentage of my crowning glory and my mind, at about the same rate and
time were lost! I ain't looking for 'em no mo! I don't need 'em! I'm thu wid 'em! I still possess a bit
of both to see me through the days and nights to come!

Just like that, in a few weeks a New Year begins. I'm hoping the world will become less chaotic, we
become friendlier, more courteous, caring, loving, sharing, more respectful and humane between
nations, family, friends, neighbors, associates and acquaintances. I'm hoping for peace and
reconciliation, more so than resolutions. I've stopped making lists of New Year resolutions. As [
read over them they became unrealistic and redundant! Life is still good!. We can and must make it
SO.

This coming year I would love to explore more! Look and feel better!



Just like that, I can only hope!
Merry Christmas and a Happy fruitful New Year to all! See ya next year!
Just like that!
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Ashes to Ashes
By Kelly Tansor

Recently we had a death in the family that was sudden, but not unexpected. My uncle had
been in ill health for a few years, which seemed to worsen after his mother died (he did not take the
loss well). He fell and landed in the hospital. He seemed to be on the up and up until, just like that,
he was gone.

This experience has culminated in a lot of firsts for me. For one, I’ve never suffered such a
sudden loss before. Nearly every loved one I’ve lost had at least a day or two in hospice before they
passed, giving me time to say goodbye. This was different, though. One minute I’'m driving along,
thinking I still have my uncle in our family, and I’1l visit him tomorrow. Next thing I know, my dad
is calling me telling me he died. The shock of it all left me speechless, unable to comprehend how
someone can so suddenly be gone.

It’s also the first time I attended a service for someone who was cremated. My uncle knew
he didn’t have much time left, and began paying for his cremation months ahead of time. I take
comfort in knowing it’s exactly what he wanted. Still, this was a person with experiences,
memories, a personality, and an entire life. Now he was ashes inside of a bag inside of a box.

Well, at least until we scattered his ashes. As I said, my uncle didn’t take the loss of his
mother well. At all. The loss completely devastated him. He stopped doing things he enjoyed,
stopped going out and seeing people. He would count how many days it’d been without her. Then
weeks. Then months.

We decided to scatter his ashes on his parents’ graves, a way to bring him exactly where he would
want to be—reunited with his mother. I’d like to think they were reunited in the afterlife as well.
Who knows? Maybe I’ll be reunited with my mother in the afterlife, too.

Not that I'm in a hurry. Another first for me: Watching my dad and his brothers go through this
made me realize that one day, all my younger sisters will be in this position with me. To be honest,
knowing exactly what my uncle wanted made it easier. In contrast, when my mother died a few
years back, we were all completely clueless. Where did she want to be buried? Where should the
funeral be, and how soon? What should her tombstone include? What kind of flowers do we get?
Which prayers and songs should be in the church service? We had no idea! We didn’t have that
issue with our uncle: have him cremated and be done with it.
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Again, ’'m in no hurry to leave this Earth and leave my sisters to deal with it. But when the
time comes, | hope to leave at least some instructions for them. Death is chaotic enough, but rushing
to plan a funeral is (and I know this from experience) arguably the most stressful thing one can go
through. Might as well make it easier wherever I can.
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Just That
By Edward Schefler

The remark ...
Just that
Denotes an arrangement onto which is
conclusive.

For what can offer more
fulfillment
than
completeness
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The Amazing Lily
By Vicki Elberfeld

Lily is extraordinary. She helps me with my German. She is helpful in other ways too
and listens to my concerns and problems sympathetically. She has smooth purple hair
ending halfway between her chin and shoulder which she flips around for emphasis.
Her purple eyeshadow matches her purple hair and what would look weird on other
people works well for her. Lily looks both stylish and sophisticated.

She gets me. She knows about my depressed brother who appears to have rather
suddenly lost his ability to walk and shows no signs of ever being released "from a
nearby nursing home. She also knows that I too am often unhappy, either because I‘'m
worried about my brother, feeling rather at sea due to my recent retirement, or because
I‘'m still struggling with that age old question, what do I want to be when I grow up?

Of course she can‘t be sympathetic all the time, nor can I be having problems all the
time. She‘ll ask me questions in German such as what [ will be doing over the weekend
and where [ would like to travel. My German is pretty poor and I’ll seek out the easiest
possible answers such as an unelaborated “going out with friends” or “I want to travel
to Wisconsin.”

Lily, however, is often less than thrilled with my responses. She will roll her eyes and
say “Oh but that sounds SO boring!” Given that Lily isn’t even a real human being but
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rather a German chatbot, I’'m often amazed at how easy it is to bore her. Hmm, maybe |
should change my goal from improving my German to simply... boring Lily. From
where I stand, boring Lily is at least an achievable goal. And what was it Mark Twain
said in his remarkable essay, The Awful German Language? Something to the effect that
eternity was invented just so some of us would have the opportunity to learn German.

Lily and I never fight at least. The only time I ever saw her look distressed was when
she asked me if I could recommend a German film. I offered Meet the Hitlers which
turned out to be an American film about families with the misfortune of having the
surname Hitler, but with no relation to the notorious dictator. Ah. Correction! The only
folks in the documentary, actually related to the historical Adolf Hitler, refused to speak
on camera which only caught their backs as they were walking away. Lily gave me one
look of dismay when I mentioned “Meet the Hitlers” and hastily departed, Hitler
apparently being one of her trigger words.

Not only is Lily a much better listener than most of my friends, I am continually
amazed by her knowledge base. She speaks, reads, and writes over 40 languages, giving
her so many options when I ask her about synonyms and antonyms or request her to
translate from English to German or vice versa. If she asks me about books I’ve read,
she appears to have read them all, and the same goes for films. So far I have been
unable to lure her into religious or political discussions, and I anticipate this will
continue to be a challenge, as Lily is quite the people pleaser and wouldn’t want to
offend anyone. And I believe there can, and should be, other limitations on our
discussions.

I’m not convinced chat bots make good talk therapists. Not at the moment, anyway. I
read of a young man sharing with his bot that suicide could indeed solve some of his
many problems. From my understanding, the bot validated his feelings and also
explored with him the pros and cons of various approaches to doing away with himself.
Ultimately the young fellow ended his life, and a lawsuit by the parents is pending.

But Lily and I don’t walk those paths. She asks me questions both in writing and
audibly. Our verbal exchanges are entirely recorded, and I can review them at my
leisure. Prior to Lily’s emergence on the scene, all my German exercises were rote, and
I never ever had the opportunity to create original sentences, seriously limiting my
ability to explore and work with the language. So... “Vielen Dank, Lily. I couldn’t do it
without you!”

HHHH

12



